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CHAPTER I 
DATA COLLECTED ON SIXTY-THREE REPEATERS 
AND METHODS OF COLLECTING DATA 
The Scope of the Problem 
The purpose of this study is to collect, tabulate and interpret, 
as carefully and completely as possible, pertinent facts regarding 
6.3 pupils who were repeaters in a city grammar school of 585 pupils, 
during the first or second semester of the year 1945 and 1946. It 
does ~ot presurne to offer a thorough-going clinical study of indi-
vidual children but reflects some of the conunon and obvious condi-
tions, which might be observed by any classroom teacher as an aid in 
uncovering some of the causes of failure and a better understanding 
of the child. 
An attempt has been made to collect data which would be as reli-
able as possible and which would have direct bearing on the case in 
question. Case studies were made of each individual child but ~actors 
which depended almost entirely on the subjective judgment of the per-
son investigating were ruled out. No matter how extensively one probes 
for information, there is always a limit as to the quality and quantity 
one is capable of eliciting, even when the parents and pupils are most 
cooperative. However, as much reliable data as possible should be pro-
cured if the teacher is to understand the "whole child" who is in her 
classroom eve~ day and needs her help and assistance. 
This study was conducted in a manner any classroom teacher would 
find possible. The information elicited contained those facts which 
might be easily obtained from the school, pupil or parent without 
much difficulty or embarrassment and at the same time be relevant 
to the problem at hand. For this reason much material which is 
found in clinical case histories such as a psychoanalyst would find 
useful has been omitted. 
Methods Used in Securing Data 
The sixty-three repeaters under study were those who repeated 
any grade in the school from the kindergarten through the eighth 
grade and were regarded as fail'Ul'es. The traditional tendency in 
education was to regard the pupil responsible for his own malad-
justment or failure. Gradually, we have come to realize, that the 
school and the home must assist the child. 
In order to understand and help him in the developnent of his 
capacities, as well as to be of assistance at a time when a problem 
must be solved, such as failure, we must know something of his school 
histor.y, physical condition, family background, home conditions, so-
cial history, and contacts and personality traits. 
This material was obtained and was later used in the compilation 
of case histories. The methods and the data were rendered constant 
and uniform for each pupil. The sources of the data were the cumula-
tive records, health records, tests, the conducting of pupil inter-
views, observation, reports from teachers and home visits. 
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The Cumulative Records 
The cumulative record provided many facts '\lihich formed a splen-
did basis upon which to work, although the information was inadequate 
in solving the problems of failure or maladjustment. All the facts 
were copied in detail so that they might later be used in writing a 
case histor,y for each pupil failure. The data which could be re-
garded as reasonably reliable and objective are the sex, age, grade, 
physical characteristics, intelligence quotient, tardiness, absence, 
scholastic tendency, and character traits as indicated under citizen-
ship. Marks are the subjective judgment of teachers but since the 
administrative procedure of the school is mainly dependent upon them 
they may be considered authoritative and dependable. 
The Health Records 
3 
The health record contained such data as height, weight, the con-
dition of vision, hearing, tonsils, adenoids, teeth and heart. It 
also gave the children's diseases each child had, such as measles, 
chicken pox, mumps and whooping cough. 
Tests 
Tests were administered to supplement the records with objective 
evidence of achievement, and academic aptitude. The testing program 
included: 
1. California Tests of Mental Maturity, by Elizabeth T. Sullivan, 
Willis W. Clark, and Ernest W. Tiegs: Los Angeles, California Test 
Bureau, 1936-1939. 
• 
• 
This is one of the newer intelligence tests in which an attempt, 
is made to secure a diagnostic measurement of mental functions. It 
includes four main parts--memory, spatial relationships, reasoning, 
and vocabulary; each of which contains a number of sub-tests. It 
yields three intelligence quotients--one for language factors, one 
for non-language factors, and another of the usual type based on to-
tal scores. Three levels used: Kindergarten--Grade 1; Grades 1-3; 
Grades 4-S. 
2. Durrell-Sullivan Reading Capacity and Achievement Tests, by 
Donald D. Durrell and Helen Blair Sullivan; Yonkers, New York, World 
Book Company, 1938. 
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This test is designed to provide evidence concerning whether the 
reading ac_hievement of an individual :pupil is up to his reading capa-
city. Tests were Primar,y Tests for Grades 2-4; and Intermediate Tests 
for Grade_s 3-6. . There are two sections, Reading Capacity and Reading 
Achievement, at each level. 
3. Iowa's Every-Pupil Tests of Basic Skills, by H. F. Spitzer, 
Ernest Horn, Maude McBroom, H. A. Greene, and E. F. Lindquist, 
Boston; Houghton Mifflin Company, 1940, 1941, 1942, and 1943. Test A; 
Silent Reading, Comprehension; Test B; Work-Study Skills; Test C; 
Basic Language Skills; Test D; Basic Arithmetic Skills. Advanced 
battery for Grades 4-S, used in Grades 7 and S. 
4. Metropolitan Achiev~~ent Tests (Revised) by Richard D. Allen, 
Harold H. Bixler, William L. Connor, Frederick B. Graham, and 
Gertrude H. Hildreth. Yonkers, New York; World Book Company, 1932-1940. 
5 
Reading Readiness Tests for Kindergarten; Primary 1 battery for Grade 1; 
Primary 2 battery for Grade 2; Primary 3 battery for Grade 3; Inter-
mediate battery for Grades 4, 5 and 6; Advanced battery for Grades 7 
and 8. 
Interviews with Pupils 
These interviews took place before school, either in the morning 
or afternoon, and at other times convenient for the writer. An ef-
fort was made to learn as much as possible about each child but the 
interviews were very informal. The information procured was stand-
ardized or constant with each individual so that the i terns might later 
I 
be treated statistically i .f necessary. 
However, every interview was distinctive because of the differ-
ences in personality developnent, age, and training. The particular 
facts elicited were the same, although the approach and conversation 
were not the same in each separate case. It definite~ was not just 
answering a questionnaire. This type of acqui~ing facts is not ob-
jective as in the case of tests. "It is doubtful if interviewing will 
ever approach the mathematical accuracy of mental and educational 
tests.')/ 
Norman Fenton says, that the interview, however, is the only 
method for obtaining certain data. Even if we grant that by the 
use of personality inventories and other neat~ statistical devices 
1/ Norman Fenton, The Counselor's Interview With the Student, 
Stanford University Press, stanford University, California, p. 10 
• 
• 
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as many or more psychiatric facts might possibly be obtained about 
an individual, there would still be lacking that human and sympathetic 
total picture of the child. One needs to have the generalized estimate 
of the child and his attitudes as well as the particularized study of 
his personality. This is accomplished by the interview which is, in 
essence, only a modified form of the age-old attempt to "size up" 
anot~er person, to understand his motives and attitude, and, to a 
certain extent, to predict his actions.l/ 
At first it was thought that it might disturb the child to take 
notes during the interview but, in order to keep accurate records, 
the writer found it necessary to have a list typewritten and check 
many items instead of trusting too much to memory. 
The following form was used with each pupil: 
General appearance (observed) 
Clean--Fairly Clean--Dirty 
(It was considered clean if there was no perceptible 
odor or obvious dirt). 
Tall or Short for Age 
Very Thin 
Very Stout 
Healthy Looking 
Anemic Looking 
Physical handicaps and speech defects (observed) 
11 Ibid.' p. 10 
' Are you absent very much? Why? 
Earache--Headache--Toothache--other Pains--Colds 
Have you been ill for a long time? (Two weeks or more?) 
Why? 
Have you ever been in an accident? 
What children's diseases have you had? 
Do you like to eat? 
Will you tell me what you ate for· the last two days? 
(This information as well as doctor's estimate of whether 
or not a child was undernourished provided data for check-
ing the adequacy of the child's diet.) 
Does your father work all the time? Sometimes? Where? 
Does he live at home with you? 
Does your mother work all the time? Sometimes? Where? 
Does she live with you? 
How many older brothers have you? 
How many younger brothers have you? 
How many younger sisters have you? 
How many older sisters have you? 
How many people in your house in all? 
Are there others living with you besides your family? 
How many rooms in your house? 
What do you do when you are not in school? 
'Play at the Boy's Club? 
Play in the street? 
7 
• 
Read? 
( 11The importance of the student's att-~tudes toward 
reading is especially signifi cant. 11 )1/ 
stay in the house? 
Do you like to play alone or to be with others? 
Listen to the radio? 
Go to the movies? How often? Week? Month? 
Hobbies? 
What school subjects do you like best? 
What school subjects do you dislike? 
Why do you think you were not promoted? 
Observation 
Observing the child at school, while at work alone, or with 
others, watching h:Un. a~ play when alone and in a group, helped to 
understand the child much better . "Various behavior tendencies 
toward withdrawal or attention getting indicate personality malad-
justments of more or less seriousness. The loud-mouthed, boisterous 
boy who creates disturbances in the corridor or who continually 
speaks out in class may be compensating for some deficiency or lack 
of attention, recognition or affection in other directions. Like-
wise the quiet, shy, moody boy or girl may have solved his unsatis-
factory relations by withdrawing into an inner world of fancy. ttY 
!/ Norman Fenton, Mental Hygiene in School Practice, Stanford Univer-
sity Press , Stanford University, California, (1943) 
y Percival M. Symonds, Ph.D., Mental H;ygiene of the School Child, 
Macmillan Company (New York, 1937), pp. 194-206. · 
8 
• 
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Behavior was observed for short periods of time in different situa-
tions. Symonds says that we have erred in the past by confining our 
attention too closely to school subjects and achievements. The 
school is responsible in part for enabling the pupil to make satis-
factory adjustments, but success in school itself is in part condi-
tioned by personality adjustments of which outward behavior is one 
excellent index. 
Personality traits were noted. The following were listed on 
the cumulative record under citizenship: 
Works well by himself 
Works well with others 
Shows good sportsmanship 
Shows initiative 
Reapects school regulations. 
These traits were noted in school and at play; withdrawing; shy; 
dreaDzy"; show-off; leader; habitual crying or whining; temper tantrums; 
teasing; overactivity. 
Reports from teachers.-- The only facts solicited from the 
teachers were the reasons for the child having to repeat. The 
following list was sent, and the teacher was asked to check the 
reasons for repeating. This list was taken from one which was formed 
as the result of a survey in a high school during the year 1940-1941.1/ 
y Randall R. Penhold, Why Do High School Pupils Fail? Bulletin of 
The National Association of Secondary School Principals, Vol. 29, 
#129 (March, 1945) 
Lack of application? Lacks ability? 
Lazy? Frequently absent? 
Wastes time? · Never recites? 
Lack of interest? Other reasons? 
Lacks background? 
Home Visits 
"All the experiences of the individual out of which he builds 
his social world grow out of his direct contacts. The family pro-
vides the first social group of the child in which he acquires and 
organizes his social experiences. It is, therefore, the most funda-
mental and most important group in giving color and direction to 
personality and social adjustment. The effectiveness of the family 
results from the intimacy of the members, the sympathetic understand-
ing and the interdependency of the various members comprising the 
group. It is necessary, therefore not only to know the general 
strengths and weaknesses of the family but also to know the particu-
lar family influences operating in the case of the children."!/ 
In many cases a realization of home conditions and economic 
status of a child bring about a more sympathetic understanding and 
pave the way to relieving his maladjustments and failure. Unless a 
picture of the child's background is known, the school is prevented 
from playing an important role in the adjustment and further devel-
opnent of the child's personality. The school thus may fail in its 
endeavors. Therefore, a home visit was thought to be necessary. 
1/ E. George Payne, Ph.D., "Principles of Educational Sociology, An 
Outline, 11 New York University Press Book Store, Washington Sq. East, 
New York, N. Y. 
10 
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The writer either went alone or with the school nurse after school 
hours. Be:f'ore visiting the home,most of the parents were prepared in 
advance. In most cases the reception was cordial. The visit was in-
formal and natural. A teacher cannot fully understand the child in 
her charge until she has walked up his street, seen the neighborhood 
in which he lives and plays, and visits his house. 
nm who engage professionally in efforts to counteract harmful 
influences upon the personalities of children of school age, which 
lead to personal and social maladjustment, realize that sources of 
disturbance are often, perhaps usually, to be found in the human re-
lationships of the home and the conununity. The younger the child, 
other things being equal, the more important for treatment is the 
understanding of home conditions and the assurance of parental 
cooperation. n.!/ 
The child guifiance clinic has done much to prepare the way for 
this educational application of a clinical device in the fields of 
medicine and social work but in studying the case of a pupil in the 
school with less serious problems the information to be elicited 
should be abbreviated and only pertinent facts and salient features 
about an individual child need be known. Experts in child guidance, 
psychologists and social workers may probe deeper into the history, 
psychiatric familial background of the individual and the assistance 
u Norman Fenton, The Counselor's Approach to the Home, Stanford Univ-
ersity Press, Stanford University, California, p. 4 
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of these agencies called in on special cases but the teacher has 
neither time nor is in a position to procure information without 
much confusion and embarrassment. "The mere fact of inquiry into 
the problems or troubles of parents and other adults in their rela-
tionships with their own children or those for whom they are respon-
sible evokes feelings in the recital."Y 
1/ Norman Fenton, The Counselor's Approach to the Home, Stanford 
University Press, Stanford University, California, p. 7. 
The array of items previously mentioned and the source are 
compiled in the table. Indications of the sources from which items 
were drawn are given as follows: 
C. R.----------Cumulative Record 
T.-------------Tests 
0.---~--------0bservation 
T. R.----------Teacher's Report 
P. I.----------Pupil Interview 
H. V.----------Home Visit 
H. R.----------Health Record 
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DATA C.R. T. O. T.R. P.I. H.V. H.R. 
l.School History 
Nam.e or Ptlpil .......•..•.•..•. ,. 
Gl-ade • •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chronological Age ••••••••••••••• 
Date of Birth ••.•••••.•••••••••• 
Age Entered School •••••••••••••• 
Number of Years in School ••••••• 
Number of Schools Attended •••••• 
Number of' Times Retarded Ci yr.) 
Grades Retarded ••••••••••••••••• 
Intelligence Quotient ••••••••••• 
Name of Test ••••••••••••..•••••• 
Date Given ••.••••••••••••••.•••• 
Score • ................ , .•.....•• 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
14 
DATA C.R. T. o. T.R. P.l. H.V. H.R. 
Name of Test ••••.••••••••••••• X 
Reading •• ••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Arithnletic .. .................. X 
Lar1gu.age • ••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Date Given •••••••••••••••••.•• X 
Score • •.•..•...•.••......•.••. X 
Achievement Average ••••••••••• X 
Failed in V'Jhat Subjects ••••••• X 
Number of Times Absent •••••••• X 
Reasons Given by Teacher 
for Failure •••••••••••.•.••• X 
2. Physical Condition 
Height •••.•.••••••••••.•..•••• X 
Weight ••••.••••••••••••••••••• X 
Appearance •••••••••••••••••••• X 
General Health Condition •••••• X X 
Vision •••••••••••••••••••••••• X X 
H.ea.ring . •••.•••..•••..•••...•• X X 
Headaches •••••••••..•••••••••• X X 
Earaches ••••••.••••••••••••••• X X 
Other Pains •. ••.••••.••••••••• X X 
Other Physical Defects •••••••• X X 
Children's Diseases ••••••••••• X X X 
Other Illnesses ............... X X 
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DATA C.R. T. o. T.R. P.I. H.V. H.R. 
Frequent Colds •••••••••••••••• X X 
• Accidents ••••••••••••.•••••••• X X 
Physical Handicaps •••••••••••• X X 
Undernourished •••••••••••••••• X X 
3. Family Background 
Father's Name Deceased? •••• X X 
Birthplace ••••.••••••••••••••• X 
Nationality ••••••••••••••••••• X X 
Living at Home .......... ........ X X 
Divorced •••••••••••••••••••••• X X 
Step-parent or Guardian •.•.•.• X 
Mother's Name ••••••••••••••••• X 
Birthplace •••••••••••••••••••• X 
Nationality ••••••••••••••••••• X 
Living at Home ••••.••••••••••• X 
Divorced •••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Deceased•••••••••••••••••••••• x_ 
Language Spoken in the Home ••• X 
Working Occupation ••••••• X X 
Older Brothers •••••••••••••••• X X 
• 
Names ••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••• X 
.Ages ••••• ••••••••••••••••••••• X X 
Younger Brothers •••••••••••••• X 
Ages •••••••••••••••••••••••••• X X 
16 
DATA C.R. T. o. T.R. P.I. H.V. H.R. 
Nam.es • ••••••••••.••••••••••••• X 
Older Sisters•••••••••e•••••• X 
Names •••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
.Ag'es •• ••••••••••••••••••••••• X X 
Younger Sister ••••••••••••••• X 
Names •••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
..Ages •• ••••••••••••••••••••••• X X 
4. Home Conditions 
Neighborhood ••••••••••••••••• X 
T,ype of House •••••••••••••••• X 
Number of People in Family ••• X X 
Others in the Home ••••••••••• X X 
Number of Rooms •••••••••••••• X X 
General Health of Mother ••••• X X 
General Health of Father ••••• X X 
Any Siclmess in the Home Now. 
Invalid in the Home •••••••••• X 
Does Father have Steady Work. X X 
Where •••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Occupation ••••••••••••••••••• X 
Does Mother have Steady Work. X X 
Occupation ••••••••••••••••••• X X 
On the Welfare ••••••••••••••• X 
Broken Hom.e •• •••••••••••••••• X X X 
17 
DATA C.R. T. o. T.R. P.I. H.V. H.R. 
Par·ents Divorced •••••••••••••• X X 
Do Parents expect the Child to 
go to High School ••••••••••• X 
other Plans for the Child ••••• X 
Have They Any Idea Why the 
Child Failed •.••.••..••....• X 
5. Social Histo~ and Character 
Traits 
Outside School 
Church •••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Clubs •••••••••• ~ •••• -~.~--~ - ~ · · •• X 
Summer Camps •••••••••••••••• X 
Does he like to Play Alone •• X X 
Where he Plays •••••••••••••• X X 
With whom he Plays •••••••••• X 
Hobbies ••••••••••••••••••••• X X 
Movies Number of Times •••• X 
Reading •••••••••••••••• , ••••• X 
Radio ••••••••••••••••••••••• X 
Subjects he likes ••••••••••• X 
Subjects he dislikes •••••••• X 
In School 
• 
Respects Rights of Others ••• X X 
Works well with Others •••••• X X 
Shows Good Sportsmanship •••• X X 
Respects School Regulations. X X 
DATA C.R. 
6. Personality Traits 
Courteous •••••••••••••••••••• 
Obedient ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dependable ••••••••••••••••••• 
Selt.reliant •••••••••••••••••• 
Punctual ••.•••••••••••••••••• 
Withdrawing •••••••••••••••••• 
Slly" • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
DreaD\f ••••••••••••••••• •.••••• 
Show-off ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Leader••••••••••••e•••••••••• 
T. o. 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
T.R. 
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P.I. H.V. H.R. 
CHAPl'ER II 
THE SIITY-THREE REPEATERS 
REGARDED AS INDIVIDUALS 
case Studies 
In regarding these pupils as individuals, marked differences 
were noted. Dr. Roy 0. Billett says that if teachers are to know a _ 
pupil,. in order to solve the problem of individual differences, they 
must know a great deal more about the individual pupil than his name, 
telephone number, and street address. They must have facts, not fan-
cies, about his present health, health history, and sensory defects, 
if any; about his family and home environment; about his recreational 
and leisure time activities and interests; about his associates; 
about his strengths and weaknesses as revealed by his previous 
achievements in school. 
}/ 
The case study is one way to compile much of the pertinent in-
formation regarding a pupil. Ruth Strang says: 
11Most valuable of all approaches to the study of 
personality is the unification of all sources of infor-
mation in the case study. This is the best method now 
available of studying the so-called 'whole child' • Any 
total impression obtained from observation, from interviews, 
from an attempt to synthesize information from all available 
sources, from an attempt to predict an individual's behavior 
in a new situation by means of an intimate knowledge of him, 
contributes to the understanding of a student's personality. n'l/ 
}/ Roy o. Billett, Fundamentals of Secondar.y School Teaching, Houghton-
Mifflin Company, Boston, 1940, p. 13 
2/ Ruth Strang, "Guidance In Personality Developnent," Thirt y-Seventh 
Yearbook, Part I, p. 211 
In speaking of case studies, Arthur J. Jones, in his book, 
Principles of Guidance, says: 
11In all problem cases in the school, whether of 
discipline, of adjustment to the school or to the 
teacher, of choice of studies, of choice of college or 
of occupation, case studies should be made as far as it 
is possible to do so. All relevant data that is possible 
to secure should be obtained and recorded, and this should 
be done before diagnosis and treatment. These case records 
should be carefully preserved in order that the case may 
be followed up and help given later if needed. Teachers 
should be led to look upon every child as an individual who 
should be tr~ted as far as possible by the case method of 
procedure. n1f 
The following case studies present, rather briefly, salient 
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features which might have been associated with each pupil's failure. 
Jj Arthur J. Jones, Principles of Guidance, McGraw-Hill Book Company, 
Inc., 1945, pp. 208-209. 
CASE STUDIES OF REPEATERS 
Number 1 Kindergarten 
Chronological Age 7.7 Intelligence Quotient 79 
Appearance.-- This child was a healthy-looking youngster but 
very pale. Although she was bright looking she was very dirty and 
neglected looking. 
Physical condition.- Her health was normal. She had whooping 
cough, measles, chicken pox and mumps. Her appetite was good, al-
though it was doubtful whether she received enough nourishment be-
cause of poverty and neglect. Her vision and hearing were normal 
but she had a definite speech defect. 
Home conditions and family status.-- The father had been dead 
for two years. There were seven children ranging from the ages of 
two to fifteen years. They lived in the basement of an old, run-
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doYm apartment block. The children were most neglected and the mother 
could · not manage them very well. The Public Welfare supported the 
family and paid the rent. The mother did not seem stable emotionally 
and was exceptionally nervous. She did not think her daughter would 
amount ,to much in school and kept her home at the slightest provocation. 
School history.-- The child entered school when she was five years 
and four months old. She was still in the kindergarten after having 
• 
• 
repeated the grade or work three times. 
The reason the teacher gave for repeating the child was because 
of repeated long absences as well as immature ideas, poorly executed 
and lack of concentration. 
Result of tests.- According to the test of mental maturity her 
intelligence quotient was 79 which classified her as a dull border-
line case. She must be retarded three years before she will be ad-
mitted to a special class. 
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Social history and character traits.-- She was a happ,y child and 
liked to play with other children. Because of her appearance they did 
not car~ for her. She had no place to read at home and no books to 
read from such as kindergar,teners might have. She pl~ed on the street 
until bed t:i:me when the weather permitted. She tried hard to follow 
directions but had poor_ muscular control. Her home conditions and 
apparent neglect had deprived her of many normal experiences. 
Suggestions.-- This little girl needs milk at school and a light 
lunch. 
The family should move because the place in which they live is 
damp and unhealthy. 
Investigation is under way concerning the care and the attendance 
of this child • 
Number 2 Kindergarten 
Chronological Age 5.7 Intelligence Quotient 88 
Appearance.- This child was very small, thin and pale. She 
was clean and attractive looking. 
Physical condition.-- She was undernourished and was over five 
pounds underweight. She has had measles and chicken pox before she 
came to school. She was absent only once during the last term indi-
cating good health except that she was underweight. She had a very 
serious speech defect and her mother had consulted a specialist and 
medical doctor. 
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Home conditj.ons and family status.-- A visit to the home Vias en-
joyable. It was a pleasant comfortable home and the mother, realizing 
the seriousness of the child's speech defect, was doing what she could 
to help. However, she had not been allowed to play with other children 
and was haYing a harder time becoming adjusted to school and companions, 
than many of her classmates. 
School history.-- She entered school in September. Because she had 
not mingled with children before it was very hard for her to become 
adjusted. The defect in her speech made it difficult also. Loud noises, 
of any kind, upset her. The reason the teacher gave for repeating this 
-child was that she was immature and needed the freedom of the kinder-
garten for another term, in order to gain confidence and overcome shyness. 
She improved steadily up to the time this study was written. 
• 
• 
Social history and character traits.--She was extremely shy. 
She did not contribute anything of her own free will. She needed to 
show more initiative. The children fascinated her and she watched 
every move of those near her. 
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Suggestions.- This child must be shown how to do ma.ny things, 
individually. When she knows how, she will take directions and enjoy 
working. 
Her speech difficulty, and the fact that people do not understand 
what she says, causes her lack of expression. Everything possible 
must be done to improve her speech. 
She needs ritamins and must gain weight, as she is undernourished. 
Number 3 Kindergarten 
Chronological Age 6 Intelligence Quotient Bl 
Appearance.-This little girl was a blonde with blue eyes,of 
average height for her age but very dirty and neglected looking. Be-
cause her hair was dirty her mother cut it so that it looked shaggy. 
Her skin showed signs of absolute neglect. 
Physical conditions.-- Upon examination it was found that she was 
undernourished. She had had whooping cough, measles and chicken pox. 
According to tests her hearing was poor. Her voice was extremely 
husky and raspy, and she seemed to have difficulty when she spoke. Her 
skin was rough and red, although she had no rash. 
• 
• 
Home conditions and family status.-- This child was the third 
oldest of five children. The other four were boys. They lived on 
the second floor of a three story block in a most run-down, over-
crowded district. There were three or four rooms--the writer ob-
served only two bedrooms and a kitchen. One bedroom had a window off 
a back porch, the other had one but it seemed to be blocked. There 
was no furniture except beds, a table and chairs in the kitchen. 
There were no rugs of any kind. The only place for the child to play 
was in the street or alley which was full of stones and broken glass . 
The mother looked very slack and was not interested in getting 
the children to school. Because she had kept the children out of 
school needlessly, court action was going to be taken. 
The father, a roofer, did not work steadily and the family had 
been on Public ·welfare for some time. 
School history.-- What could be expected of this child? She 
was not in school regularly and missed the daily contact with the 
other children. Hence she was shy, kept to herself, did not hear 
directions and was not a success. Her intelligence quotient was 81 
and in the reading readiness test she was grade 1.1. 
Suggestions.-- Something should be done about the child's home 
conditions • 
She should receive free milk at school. The principal should 
arrange for this. 
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Very frequent visits to the home, by the nurse and welfare workers, 
are necessary. Everything should be done to give her a sense of security 
and 't>elongingness 11 at school. 
• 
• 
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Number 4 Kindergarten 
Chronological Age 5.9 Intelligence Quotient 80 
Appearance.-- This child was a clean-looking little fellow with 
one tooth out in front, and a pleasing smile. ,He was quite babyish 
for his age. 
Physical condition.-- He was not a very healthy child. He had 
been absent many times. According to the doctor, he was undernourished 
and had a heart condition. His tonsils were bad and it was urgent that 
they be removed. He had had measles, whooping cough, (a severe case), 
chicken pox and scarlet fever. 
Home conditions.-- He was one of eight children. The oldest was 
a boy fourteen. The mother worked in a factory and the father worked 
also, except when he was on "short time." The older children took care 
of the younger ones. The home was clean but crowded. They lived in 
five rooms. There was no yard for the children but the babies were 
kept on a back porch. An aunt came in occasionally to help with the 
children. 
School history.- The boy entered kindergarten at the age of five. 
He was most immature. Evidently, this was the first time he came in con:.. 
tact with other children. He did not take directions, and did not help 
in any way. The teacher could not get him to answer a question or talk • 
The reason he was detained in the first part of the ldndergarten was that 
he needed to get the experiences beginners receive in kindergarten. 
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Test results.-- His intelligence quotient was 80 but he received a 
great deal of individual attention during the test. He could not take 
the directions with the group. 
Social history and personality traits.-- This child, evidently, 
had been treated as a baby. He still talked baby-talk and did not 
notice other children or people, which denoted immaturity for his age. 
At home, he liked to play by himself and ate his meals alone. He was 
put to bed long before the others. 
Suggestions.-- He needs to be treated like a child five years 
of age. He should be allowed to play with children his om age. 
Every effort must be made, in school, to draw him into the 
group. 
His health has definitely been a drawback and his throat and 
general health need immediate attention. 
Number 5 Kindergarten 
Chronological Age 5.7 Intelligence Quotient 82 
Appearance.-- This child was a frail-looking youngster with light 
hair and turned eyes. He was fairly clean looking. 
PhYsical condition.-- He was underweight and undernourished. 
According to the doctor's examination, his throat and glands needed 
attention. One eye was very turned but his mother said that the eye 
doctor had to wait for one year before operating on it. He had had 
children's diseases such as measles and chicken pox. 
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Home conditions and family status.-- His father and mother had 
been divorced for two years. The mother and children were supported 
by the Public Welfare. A visit to the home revealed that the mother 
was busy taking care of an infant about six months • old. There were 
four other children. The home was poor, in an overcrowded district. 
The mother seemed lax and had kept the children out of school fre-
quent~ without sufficient reason. The child had to repeat, according 
to the teacher, because of frequent and long absences. The child was 
extremely nervous and did not cooperate with other children. Because 
of poor vision, perhaps, his handwork was extremely poor. He cried 
very easily and often. 
Suggestions.-- This child needs free milk. 
The truant officer must cheek frequently to see that he is in 
school. This was done. Steps were being taken to correct laxness at 
the time this case was written. 
The nurse should check with the parent on the child's diet. 
Individual attention might be given until he feels more at home 
in school. 
Number 6 Grade r1 
Chronological Age 7 Intelligence Quotient 76 
Appearance._.- This child was a frail-looking child, with a look 
of be'Wilderment upon his face nearly all the time. He did not respond 
and acted as though he did not quite understand you. 
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Physical condition.-- He was underweight and delicate. Since 
he started school he had had chicken pox, measles and mumps. Over 
two years ago he was in an automobile accident and received a frac-
tured leg. He was not present to have his hearing and vision tested. 
He had a defect in his speech. 
Home conditions and family status.-- The boy had a sister, two 
brothers older, and two sisters younger. The home was small but com-
fortable. The three older children were healthy. All of them attended 
ungraded classes. His father worked in a nearby factory as a machin-
ist. His parents were cooperative but concerned about the child's 
health. 
School history.-- He entered the kindergarten at the age of five. 
He was immature and confused. He could not become adjusted. In the 
first semester he was absent thirty times, the second twenty-four 
times, the third term nine times, the fourth term nine times, and the 
last term, four t:imes. He had spent two years in kindergarten and had 
to repeat grade one. The reason given for repeating was that he could 
not concentrate even for a short time and was not ready to at tempt a 
first grade program. He was allowed to spend part t:ime in the kinder-
garten while in grade one. 
While testing the child w:lth the group, the writer found he could 
not follow directions. He did much better when he received individual 
attention. 
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Social history and personality traits.- He was a timid and shy 
boy. He liked to play by himself and found it difficult to work or 
play with the group. Because his mother was busy at hamel he played 
by himself. He was not noisy or mischievous like many other boys. 
He needed to be shown how to do things, individually, and then to be 
drawn out while with the group. Jp.s low intelligence quotient indi-
cated that it would take him longer to learn than other children and 
that he would need much individual attention. 
Result of test.-- According to the test of mental maturity, his 
intelligence quotient was 76. This was a group test but this child 
received a great deal of help. He was not present for the reading 
test. 
Suggestions.- The boy's intelligence quotient would classify him 
as a dull, border-line case. Another individual test should be given. 
An examination at the clinic would be profitable. 
His hearing and vision should be checked as soon as possible. 
He needs much attention and a teacher with a large class cannot 
give him enough. 
Number 7 Grade 11 
Chronological Age 8.5 Intelligence ~otient 99 
Appearance.- This child was strong looking, despite the fact that 
he was a victim of absolute neglect. At the time the writer saw him he 
was recovering from scabies. His hair was dirty and not trimmed or cut 
and his clothing ver,y dirty. 
• 
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Physical condition.-- Despite the neglect and depressing surround-
ings in which he grew up, he was quite healthy. His mother had kept 
him home from school, because he was sent home to have his hair taken 
care of. At the time he was visited he had a skin disease, which the 
nurse called scabies. 
Home conditions and family status:-- The home had three or four 
rooms. It was very dirty and barren. The mother was rather young, 
but was unkempt. Her husband, a roofer, had just gone to work the 
day the "Writer visited. They had been on Public Welfare. The parents 
were healthy, according to records of the Welfare Board, but intem-
perate. There were five children in the family. 
School history.- The boy was quiet in school and was always in-
terested in his work. In the kindergarten, he showed steady improve-
ment, in spite of spotty attendance. It was difficult for him to 
become part of the group, because he wasn •t there at any one time long 
enough. Because of absence he repeated the grade. 
Result of test.-- The child was not present for the test. The 
intelligence test given in the kindergarten was 99. 
Social history and personality traits.-- When the writer visited 
the home the child would not talk to her. The mother tried to defend 
herself because she had kept the boy out of school since before 
Christmas. If he had received proper care, he would have been able to 
attend 5Chool. 
• 
• 
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Suggestions.- Social workers were working on this case as 
well as the attendance officer. Court action was pending. This 
case should be followed up. The boy and a younger sister must be 
cared for and sent to school. 
Number 8 Grade !1 
Chronological Age 6 Intelligence Quotient 105 
Appearance.-- This boy was a healthy-looking child, rather 
chubby. His skin was smooth and he had a good color. His hair was 
in good condition. He appeared untidy at times but he was well taken 
care of. 
PhySical condition.-- He had had measles and whooping cough. 
During the year he had frequent colds~ His tonsils needed immediate 
attentiop. 
Home conditions and family status.- He had two younger brothers, 
one of whom had not been well. The mother said she had less time for 
the two healthy children. His father was a truck driver and was away 
much of the time. He had been in the army and after his discharge, the 
family moved. 
School histoq.-- James started kindergarten in another school. He 
did very well and was a pleasant member of the group. He was promoted 
to grade one and the change was hard for him. He became very shy and 
could not enter into the games or the classes of the other children. As 
a result the teacher thought it best for James to repeat. 
• 
• 
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Test results.-- His intelligence quotient was 105. The average 
grade in reading was grade 1.5 and ' in number grade 2 • 
Social history and personality traits.- James liked reading or 
books and his mother said that he played with clay and kept his younger 
brother interested. Because the neighborhood was so run down, he had 
' 
not been allowed to play outside as much as he should. 
He talked freely when the writer had a conversation with him. 
During the tests he worked very well, applying himself without 
distraction. 
Suggestions.- The teacher had a very large class of 37. For this 
reason much individual attention, which children should receive, could 
not be given. James just needs to feel secure and really belong. The 
doctor might check on him again to see why he has had so many colds. 
His tonsils should be removed. .A remedial reading teacher would solve 
many problems in the first grade. 
Number 9 Grade 11 
Chronological Age 6.2 Intelligence Quotient 98 
Appearance.- This child was bright-eyed and healthy looking. He 
was full of life and very talkative. 
Physical condition.- His health was good and he escaped many 
childhood diseases. He had the mumps. His height and weight were 
normal and his appetite good. 
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Home conditions and family status.- This child was the younger 
of tw bpys. His mother was very anxious that her sons get along in 
school. She did everything for them and they received good care. The 
home was comfortable with . plenty of space to play. 
School histocy.-- He had a very good report in the kindergarten. 
The record states, however, that he was mischievous and sometimes 
bothersome but that he was a good helper and tried. In grade one he 
received an unsatisfactory mark in reading and English. An unsatis-
factory check after "works well by himself" was indicative of poor 
conduct. This might have been the cause of failure. The grade on the 
reading test was 1.4. The average grade in number was 1.6. 
Social history and personality traits.-- He was a good worker 
when encouraged and keenly interested. He was quite excitable and 
wanted to play. However, when he had work to do, which appealed to 
him, he finished it. 
Suggestions.- This boy seemed a little immature for his age. 
A great deal was done for him at home. More responsibility should be 
given to him. In school if allowed to change from one task to another 
his interest would be more keen. 
Number 10 Grade I 1 
Chronological Age 6.2 Intelligence Quotient 100 
Appearance.- This child was small, rather pale and thin. He was 
extremely shy. 
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pPysical condition.-- He was underweight and looked it. His color 
was very pale and he was nervous. His eyes needed attention but per-
haps ~th more vitamins and proper food, the condition might be 
remedied. He had chicken pox and scarlet fever during one semester 
which caused him to be absent from school. 
Home conditions and family status.- There were six children in 
the family and the oldest was eight years of age. The mother ex-
pected another child very soon. Because of this, the mother admitted 
that she was not able to attend to the children as she should. How-
ever, they were kept clean and the home was clean also. 
The father of the family was an auto mechanic. 
School histoEl·-- The child came to the first grade in September. 
He was 6 years of age. Because of absence and lack of foundati on he 
failed. He was doing very well the second semester. Doubtless, the 
change of . schools affected this child. 
Result of test.-- His intelligence quotient was found to be 100. 
On the reading test he received grade 1.9 and in number his grade 
was 2. 
Social history and personality traits.- He was extremely shy 
and it was difficult to get him to recite or take part with the 
other children. It was much more difficult for him to participate 
when he first entered the school. His mother said they were kept very 
quiet at home because she lived on the second floor and the child was 
extremely quiet at home. 
• 
• 
SUggestions.-- The child should have milk at recess in the 
morning. The nurse and doctor should examine him. He was absent 
but attained grade 1.9 in reading. 
Number 11 Grade :2-
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Chronological Age 6. 4 Intelligence ~otient 96 
Appearance.-- This child was small, with dark eyes and hair. He 
must have received much attention because of his looks when he was 
younger. 
Physical condition.-- His hair and skin were in good condition 
and his weight normal for his height. He had had measles and whoop-
ing cough. Otherwise he had been very healthy. 
Home conditions and family status.-- His mother was a very 
pleasant woman and wanted her only son to get along well at school. 
She admitted giving him much of his own way and said that the child's 
aunts had helped to "spoil" him. The home was comfortable and he had 
many toys. He did not like to read. 
School history.-- He entered the kindergarten and did ver,y well 
but in the first grade was not able to work by himael.f and was never 
finished with his work. He did not pay attention and so missed much 
drill that he should have had • 
Result of tests.-- His intelligence quotient was 96. In reading 
his average grade was 1.3 and in number 1.5. 
• 
Social history and personality traits.-- He played with the 
other boys and was content to .follow the other children. 
In school he waited for the teacher to help him and watched 
ot hers to see just what he should do. He lacked confidence in 
himself. 
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Suggestions.-- Perhaps the child has received too much attention 
at home. Therefore, it is harder for him to be independent and re-
liable at school. 
His mother should see to it that more responsibility is placed 
upon the child,such as gett ing ready for school. 
He would profit if he received some individual help in his 
reading. 
Number 12 Grade 11 
Chronological Age 6.7 Intelligence Quotient 101 
Appearance.-- This boy was small, pale and delicate looking. He 
was .fairly clean but looked as though he needed more care. 
Pgysical condition.-- He was not underweight for his height, 
although he looked it. According to the health record he had had 
measles, whooping cough and chicken pox when two or three years of 
age. When he was four he had scarlet fever and pneumonia in one year • 
While in the kindergarten, he had pnewnonia again. The doctor 
recommended vitamins because of malnutrition and removal of his ton-
sils. He had a definite speech defect. 
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Home conditions and family status.-- He lived in a block. There 
were five other children besides him at home living in five rooms. 
The home was crowded. His mother worked in a shop one shift and her 
husband worked in a nearby factory making looms another shift, but 
did not have steady work. It was difficult to give attention to 
the children and work at the same time. As a result, they did not 
receive as much care as though the mother were at home with them. 
School history.-- The reason the teacher gave for not pro-
moting the boy was that he lacked the ability to concentrate and 
did not do the tasks assigned to him. Because of inattention, he 
did not learn to read as the other members of his class did. 
Personal history and character traits.- He was willing to help 
and tried. The fact that he was not a healthy child might have ac-
counted for his inattention. He was very shy and needed to be drawn 
out in order to gain confidence in himself and feel secure. 
Test results.-- According to the test his intelligence was 101. 
The average grade in reading was 1.9 and in number 1.7. 
Suggestions.-- This child needs a check up at the clinic, imme-
diately. Milk was ordered for him so that he would have it every 
morning. If he could rest a short while at noon, it would help him 
too. The teacher should have him help her. Because his marks are 
above grade one the work might be repetition for him. Perhaps he 
should have gone on to the slow class in the next grade. 
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Number 13 Grade Il 
Chronological Age 6.4 Intelligence Quotient 100 
Appearance.-- This boy was fairly shining, he was so clean and 
neat. He was a healthy-looking child but had a slight cast in one 
eye. 
pgysical condition.-- He was a healthy child, as healthy as 
he looked. He has had no children's diseases and had never been 
absent from school. 
Home conditions and family status.-- His father died less than 
a year ago. The child remembered him going out in the ambulance, 
which meant that this scene was vivid in the child's mind. His 
mother worked as a waitress and he was well taken care of by his 
grandmother. There was a large yard in which he played mostly 
alone or with a younger brother. 
School history.-- In October he changed schools and came to 
live with his grandmother, as his mother had to work. His grand-
mother took good care of him. He had done very well in kinder-
garten according to his record ar:1d was promoted to the first grade. 
The loss of .his father and the change in his home life, doubtless, 
affected the child's school work. 
Result of the test.-- His intelligence quotient was found to be 
100, which was normal or average intelligence. According to the read-
ing tests his average grade was 1.7. and in number his average was 1.7. 
Suggestions.- He is doing very well now and is gaining in 
self-confidence. The change of schools and his father's loss did, 
no doubt, affect him. He seems happy now and is playing better 
with the boys in the yard. 
Number 14 Grade Il 
Chronological Age 8-9 Intelligence Quotient 73 
Appearance.-- This child was a clean-looking youngster, but he 
had large ears and was rather unattractive. 
Physical condition.-- He had had measles, whooping cough and 
chicken pox. Otherwise his health had been very good. 
Home conditions and family status.-- He was the only child and 
lived in a basement tenement. His home was neat and clean. His 
mother read to him and, as a result, he expressed himself well but 
was not always coherent'~ ~-; 
The mother was extremely nervous. She was very anxious about 
the boy's schoolwork. The father was an auto mechanic, his hours 
were long and he had little time for his son. 
School history.-- The child started the kindergarten at the 
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age of five. He repeated in the kindergarten twice and, after having 
been promoted to grade one repeated that grade also. In grade one he 
received an unsatisfactory mark in conduct and failed in reading. His 
conduct was reported as very poor. Restlessness and talkativeness were 
diff iculties for which his teacher reported him. 
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Test results.- His intelligence quotient was 73, which was 
subnormal mental ability. In the reading test he received grade 1.6; 
in number 1. 8. 
Suggestions.- He should go on to grade one-two. A different 
teacher and new surroundings might help him. As his family doctor 
suggested he should be taken to a child guidance clinic. 
His conduct interferes with his school work .too. Perhaps he 
has been with his mother too much. In the absence of her husband, 
she might give the child too much attention. His eyes should be 
rechecked. 
Number 15 Grade I1 
Chronological Age 7.5 Intelligence Quotient 84 
Appearance.-- This child was small for her age and very thin 
and pale. She was dressed clean and looked quite underweight and 
undernourished. She was extremely shy. 
Physical condition.- She had the chicken pox in January, and 
last year had scarlet fever and whooping cough. Her throat was still 
in need of attention at the time of this writing. She may be under-· 
nourished because she looked thin and very pale. Her mother insisted 
she was all right and needed no further attention. 
Home conditions and family status.- She was the second oldest in 
a family of six children. The home was small for the number of children 
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and situated in a crowded district. The family's economic status was 
quite low because the father of the family had not steady work. He 
was an auto mechanic. 
School history.- The child entered the first grade in another 
town. The family moved and, because she could not keep up with the 
class in reading, she was put into the kindergarten. There she found 
herself and felt secure. She was promoted to the first grade but be-
cause of illness had to stay home and she was not promoted in February. 
Test result.-- When tested her intelligence quotient was 84. On 
the reading test her grade was 1.5, and 1.2 in number. 
Social histo;r and personality traits.-- She was ver,y quiet and 
shy. She did not seem to have much life. The cause of this might be 
malnutrition. She was not a fluent speaker and did not seem to be 
able to follow directions readily. 
Suggestions.-- She has had a great deal of illness, in a short 
time, and may not feel well yet. Her mother insists that they keep 
quiet at home and keeps the children in the house most of the time so 
that she knows where they are. This D18¥ be the cause of the child's 
withdrawing from activity at school. She should have fun at school 
and an effort should be made to give her a feeling of security. The 
doctor should examine her. 
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Number 16 Grade r1 
Chronological Age 6.7 Intelligence Quotient 97 
Awearance.- This child was a clean, healthy-looking child, 
with a happy marmer. Her skin was .fair and clean and her hair blonde 
and well cared .for. 
Pgysical condition.-- Her general health was good. She had had 
scarlet .fever, measles and whooping cough but not during the last 
term. She was not absent once. 
Home conditions and family status.- She was an only child. Her 
mother was very attentive to the child and appeared to be oversolici-
tous. The home was very comfortable and clean with space for the ehild 
to pl~, although it was located in a poor district. 
School history.- She failed in reading. The reason which the 
teacher gave .for this was her lack o.f attention and concentration. 
She could not work well by herself. However, she seemed very happy 
and could talk very well. 
Test result.-- Her grade on the reading test was 1.7, and 2.1 
in number. 
Social histoEY and personality traits.-- She was very friendly 
and liked children and company. The children liked her and she was 
popular with them. She liked to carry on a conversation but was slow in 
her work. She was not self-reliant and did not work well with others. 
Suggestions.-- The child is not allowed to play with other 
children in the neighborhood. This might be the reason for her talka-
tiveness 'When she is with other children. She might be given incen-
tives for finishing her work. So much is done for her at home that 
she lacks the self-reliance she might otherwise have. She is above 
her grade according to the test. 
Number 17 Grade I 1 
Chronological Age 6.7 Intelligence Quotient 91 
Appearance.-- This child was nine pounds underweight and looked 
rather thin. She had poor color. 
pgysical condition.-- Although she was thin she hadn't had the 
diseases which many children have in childhood. She was nine pounds 
underweight and did not like to eat. Her vision and hearing were 
supposed to be normal, although the writer suspected whether or not 
her eyes needed checking again because she squinted. During the 
winter she had had several colds denoting that her resistance must 
have been low. 
Home conditions and family status.- She came from a home where 
Polish was spoken most of the time. Her mother had a foreign accent 
which the child had also to some degree. The neighborhood was poor 
and it was difficult to find a place for the child to play. She had 
one sister younger and she followed whatever the younger sister did, 
rather than do things on her own. 
• 
• 
The father was a truck driver and worked hard. He worried 
about the abilities of the child and wanted her to get ahead in 
school. 
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School history.-- The child received a 11U11 in reading. The reason 
which the teacher gave for her failure was that she was shy and imma-
ture besides the fact that she had been absent twenty-nine times. 
While she was observed during school time, she seemed slow in getting 
directions and carrying them out, when called upon she lacked con-
fidence and spoke in a very soft voice with a foreign accent. 
Result of the test.-- Her intelligence quotient of 91 indicated 
normal or average intelligence. On the reading test she received a 
grade o£ 2.3, and in number 2.1. 
Suggestions.-- Because she is shy and lacks self-confidence she 
perhaps gives the impression that she does not know the work. How-
ever, the marks on the tests indicate that she could go on but needs 
individual attention and encouragement. She needs to put on weight. 
After the winter she needs plenty of sunshine and fresh air. Her 
mother is going to see that she goes to the clinic for a check-up. Her 
eyes and ears must be checked. 
Number 18 Grade I 1 
Chronological Age 6. 7 Intelligence Quotient 91 
Appearance.-- This child was very small for her age. Her eyes 
were bright and she was talkative. Her hair was lifeless and her· 
color rather sallow. 
• 
• 
Physical condition.-- She was undernourished according to the 
doctor's report. The nurse visited her home and advised a diet • 
Home conditions and family status.-- She lived in three rooms 
in an overcrowded district. The home was clean and comfortable for 
her mother, sister and herself. The children seemed happy and played 
in the street, which was more like an alley. The father and mother 
were not living together and the mother took care of the children. 
They were on the Public Welfare. 
School history.- She started school when she was five and 
attended kindergarten. Because of trouble in the home she was kept 
from school for nearly all of the first term. The following year 
she was still in kindergarten and was absent forty-two times during 
the winter season. Because of her inability to pay attention to 
directions and concentrate, t he child received low marks. After re-
maining in the kindergarten for two years, she was promoted to grade 
one. Here she had to repeat because of reading. 
Result of test.-- According to the results of the test she re-
ceived 91 as an intelligence quotient. On the reading test her 
grade was 1.9 and in number grade 2. 
Social history and personality traits.-- She liked people and 
liked to talk. She dist ulib_ed the class because of her continuous 
talking out and could not work with others. 
Her attention was poor and she could not stay long at any 
task. Because of her small size she received much attention. 
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Suggestions.-- She might receive extra help and individual 
attention in reading. She might not be able to concentrate well 
because of her physical condition. She should have milk every day. 
If possible, she should have a light lunch in the morning. 
Number 19 Grade I1 
Chronological Age 6-8 Intelligence Quotient 98 
Appearance.-- This child was a big girl for her age and looked 
at least a year older. She seemed very quiet and shy but when with 
her own group was very talkative. 
Physical condition.- She had been rather healthy, although 
her mother said that she had had frequent colds. On her health 
record tonsils were double checked, which meant they needed imme-
diate attention. She breathed through her mouth. 
Home conditions and family status.- She came from a comfortable 
home. She had one sister. The child was kept neat and clean and re-
ceived proper care. Her father worked in a nearby factory. She had 
books and puzzles and enjoyed playing with her sister. 
School history.- She did fairly well in the kindergarten. Her 
attention and power of concentration were fair. In the first grade 
she did only fairly good work but in the middle of the semester 
changed schools. She became confused and it was necessary for her 
to repeat. 
Test results.-- She received 98 en the intelligence test which 
placed her in the group of average intelligence. On the reading 
test she received grade 1.2 and on the number test 1.4. 
Suggestions.-- The child seems to be growing faster than many 
other children. When she changed schools she was confused. She 
received fair marks in the former school. She needs help in reading. 
Number 20 Grade 12 
Chronological Age 6.9 Intelligence Quotient 98 
Appearance.-- This boy was an attractive child, with a pleasing 
voice. He liked to talk and enjoyed our conversation, during the 
interview. 
Physical condition.-- He was a few pounds overweight. His eyes 
were perfect, his speech fluent. He had had chicken pox and whooping 
cough, but rallied through them easily. He seemed a bit nervous. 
In the kindergarten he had had rheumatic fever. 
Home condition and family status.-- His mother and father were 
separated and this might have caused nervousness in the child. He 
had one sister who was slow in school also. The home was comfor-
table and the mother interested in her children. The child did not 
read at home or pl~ with constructive toys. He was allowed to 
play outside until supper time and was put to bed after supper . 
School history .•. - 'When he was in the kindergarten he had 
had rheumatic fever and received much attention. He was built up 
physically and returned to school. He gained much assurance and 
did very well. During the last semester, he lacked the power to 
concentrate or pay attention for any length of time. As a result 
he bad to repeat the last half of the first grade. He failed in 
reading. 
Social history and personality traits.-- The boy was a good 
mixer. He was a good talker and a leader outside of school. In 
school, he often became too playful and disturbed the class by 
talking. 
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Result of test.-- His intelligence quotient was 98. He re-
ceived an average grade of 1.7 in reading, and in number grade 1.5. 
?uggestions.-- He might be given definite duties at school pro-
vided he could refrain from talking and disturbing the class. Allow 
him to be in charge of a group studying words. Upset conditions at 
home might have affected the child. He talks fluently and well. He 
has average intelligence and so he should be given every incenti ve 
to finish his own work and help others. 
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Number 21 Grade I 2 
Chronological Age 6.10 Intelligence Quotient 101 
Awearance .. - This boy was a clean-appearing child, with fairly 
good color. He was cross-eyed. He turned his head to one side as 
he talked, as though he were looking through the right eye only. 
He had a speech defect. 
Physical condition.-- He had had measles but escaped other 
children's diseases. His eye was in need of immediate attention. 
According to the doct.or 's report it was "strabismus." He missed 
only two days of school, which indicated that his general health 
was good. His speech was in need of attention. 
Home condition and family status.-- There were three children 
in the family. He was the second oldest. The home was neat and 
t he parents seemed to be interested in the school, yet they seemed 
reluct ant to do anything for the child. The mother was afraid of an 
operation. 
School histo;r.-- This was the first time the child had to re-
peat. He failed in English and Reading. The fact that he stuttered 
would certainly affect his telling stories and his . eye would perhaps 
be the cause for hi s being slow in reading. 
Test results .- His intelligence quotient was 101. On the reading 
test his average grade was 2.3 and in arithmetic his grade in reading 
was 2.7. 
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Social history and personality traits.-- He lacked initiative 
in school. He did not pay attention and fooled with other children 
when he should have been working with them. Oftentimes, he nearly 
cried when spoken to. He was very reticent and would rather n~t 
answer a question except by a word. 
Suggestions.-- This child's difficulty lies in the fact that 
he is having trouble with his vision and speech. Both tend to make 
the child nervous and the tendency to stutter might go away if the 
doctor was seen about his eyes. 
His reading score and number score indicate that he has achieved 
in spite of difficulty. 
As little strain as possible should be placed upon the child. 
A doctor should be seen immediately. 
Number 22 Grade I 2 
Chronological Age 7.1 Intelligence Quotient 95 
Appearance.- This child was a neat-appearing boy. His color 
was not good. He seemed very pale. He had a soft voice and a very 
pleasant manner. 
Physical condition.-- He had had chicken pox, measles and 
whooping cough. When in the kindergarten he had an operation for 
hernia. He had always been rather thin and pale, especially since 
the operation. 
Home conditions and family status.-- He lived in a comfortable 
tenement. He had a place to play in the house and a spacious yard. 
He had one older brother and one younger brother. His father was a 
painter. 
School history.- The boy started kindergarten when he was 
five years of age. He repeated the kindergarten because of illness. 
He repeated grade one because his reading was unsatisfactor.y. The 
teacher said he lacked ability to st~ with the group. 
Result of the test.-- On the intelligence test he received 95. 
He might have received a higher score but it was difficult for him 
to get directions and he had to be shown. On the reading test his 
average grade was 1.6. On the number test his grade was 1.8. 
Social history and personality traits.-- In school he seemed 
quiet while the writer observed him. The teacher said that he was 
' ' 
unsteady. He liked other children and they liked him. He was a 
happy child and a good follower. 
Suggestions.-- This child seems immature. He needs encourage-
ment and practice in following directions. Perhaps ~t would help 
him if he were given some responsibility and allowed to give direc-
tions at some time. He would profit if he received individual 
help. 
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Number 23 Grade r2 
ChrOnological Age 7 Intelligence Quotient 96 
Appearance.-- This boy was a frail-looking child, obviously 
underweight and undernourished. His color was poor and he was 
quite thin for his height. 
Physical condition.-- He was not very strong, consequently 
his mother kept him home from school during the time there seemed 
to be epidemics of measles or other children's diseases. He had 
had no children's diseases. 
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Home conditions and family status.-- His mother was rather a 
nervous 110man. When he started school his father was drafted and 
this made it difficult for the mother as she was to have another 
child soon after. There was also sicJm,ess in the mother's family 
which meant she was worried and had to divide her attention. As a 
result she kept the boy out of school. This was the cause of his re-
tardation in the kindergarten. There was, supposedly, tuberculosis 
in the family. There are three other children in the family. 
School histo~.-- The reason for the child's failure was· that 
he was poor in reading. 
absence and immaturity. 
He had to repeat kindergarten, because of 
In the first part of the first grade his 
attendance improved and he was able to pass. During the last term 
he was absent thirty-eight times and had to repeat the grade. 
Test results.-- On the intelligence test he received 96. On 
the reading test he received an average grade of 2.6, and in arith-
metic 2.5. 
Social histo;y and personality traits.-- While observing the 
child the writer noticed that he was shy and timid when asked to 
do something by himself. But he was most cooperative and worked 
well with the group. When left to work by himself he was dreamy 
and did not finish the work. 
Suggestions.- Another check-up on the boy's eyes would be ad-
visable. Perhaps milk and a light lunch at recess in the morning 
would help him. He can buy milk at school for t110 cents a bottle. 
A check-up by the school doctor at frequent intervals would be help-
ful. The doctor should be told the details of this case. 
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Number 24 Grade I 2 
Chronological Age 8.6 Intelligence Quotient 73 
Appearance.-- The child was a tall girl for the first grade. 
She was cross-eyed and wore glasses. Her hair was stringy. She 
looked undernourished. She had a definite speech defect. 
Physical condition.-- She was tall for her age and underweight 
for her height. It was suggested tbat the child have her eyes ex-
amined again at the clinic, and the need of proper food and care for 
the child was urged. She was a very nervous child, and had a speech 
defect. 
Home conditions and family status.-- The mother was divorced 
from her husband and was receiving aid from Public Welfare. The 
house was in a run-down, overcrowded district of a very questionable 
nature. The children were neglected. They were kept out of school 
needlessly. When the writer visited and asked about the child's 
recent absence, the mother admitted she did not awaken until much 
later than nine o'clock. There were four children. The girl was 
· the oldest. There was another girl about three, a boy, and an infant 
in the family. 
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School history.-- She went to the kindergarten when she was five. 
She then went to grade one and repeated three times. She was pro-
moted to the second half of the first grade and had to repeat that 
grade. The reason for her failure was lack of attention and inabili-
ty to read. 
Test results.-- Her intelligence quotient of 73 indicated defi-
nitely subnormal mental ability. She was absent during the days 
the testing was being done and, as a result, no mark in the reading 
test could be given. 
Social history and personality traits.-- She was much taller 
than her classmates and, although she tried to enter into their play, 
they did not want her. She talked a great deal when she got started 
but had a speech defect, which made it difficult for her to be under-
stood. She was very helpful in school and liked to be a helper. She 
needed someone to pay attention to her. 
' 
• 
Suggestions.-- She was tall for the first grade. This was a 
serious handicap. Steps should be taken to improve her speech. 
Milk should be provided for her and a lunch of crackers in the 
morning and afternoon. One noon the writer asked her what she had 
for lunch and the reply was a bar of candy. The doctor should give 
her a thorough check-up. 
Number 25 
Chronological Age 7.7 
1 Grade II 
Intelligence Quotient 92 
Appearance.-- This child was rather small for her age. She 
looked undernourished and pale. She was rather clean. Her eye-
lids drooped. 
Physical condition.-- Her health had been good except for 
frequent colds. She was undernourished and her father related 
that she had had no appetite. 
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Home conditions and family status.-- The home was rather com-
fortable. An older sister took care of it but because of diabetes 
was sent to a hospital. The mother had an incurable form of insanity 
and was in a state hospital. The second oldest sister was also in 
the state hospital but was released. She later married a soldier. 
One brother attended vocational school, another sister, fourteen, was 
in the sixth grade • 
The father was a cook in a restaurant. The two girls at home, · 
however, looked undernourished. 
' 
• 
School history.-- The child did well in the kindergarten but 
repeated the first half of grade one twice, because she could not 
learn to read. However, she did well on the tests. 
Result of test.- Her intelligence quotient was 92. Her 
average grade on the reading tests was 2.4; the average grade in 
number was 2.2. 
Social history and personality traits.-- She had a pleasing 
personality. She was very shy, and often seemed listless, when 
she should be working. 
The teacher tried to get her to take part in class but it was 
often very difficult. She was the most attractive child in the 
family and when interviewed seemed to enjoy talking. 
She played in the street with the girls in the neighborhood 
and helped with the work at home. She was beginning to take an in-
terest in reading at home. 
Suggestions.-- This child needs to be checked by the doctor. 
The fact that she is undernourished would cause her to be listless 
in class. She needs to get a feeling of security. She will respond 
if given responsibility or asked to help in some way. The nurse and 
social worker should continue to take a special interest in this 
family • 
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Number 26 Grade rf 
Chronological Age 8.6 Intelligence Quotient 91 
.Appearance.-- This child was clean-looking, with a pleasing 
disposition but very immature. He had a very noticeable speech de-
fect. 
Physical condition.-- He had had whooping cough. His tonsils 
were removed when he was in the first grade. He had a very definite 
speech defect. His general health was good. 
Home conditions and family status.-- There were six children 
in this boy's family, four boys and two girls. The oldest child in 
the family was thirteen and the youngest was one year old. The home 
was moderately comfortable and the parents were working hard to edu-
cate the children. \Vhen asked about the boy's speech, the mother 
admitted that they had enjoyed his baby talk and did not correct it. 
School history.-- At the age of five he entered kindergarten. 
He repeated grade one, because he had been absent most of the term. 
He repeated the second grade because of his inability to read. 
Result of the test.-- The boy's intelligence quotient was 91. 
He achieved an average grade of 2 on the reading tests and grade 2.1 
in number. 
Social history and personality traits.-- This child received 
much attention at home, despite the fact that there were five other 
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children, because he was an attractive child. He amused others at 
home because of the way he talked. His speech became a hindrance in 
his association with other children and his progress in school. 
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He acted immature and it took a while for him to take directions. 
Suggestions.-- Immediate attention should be given to the speech 
defect. It is very difficult to understand the child. This will be-
come more serious as he gets older. 
Number 27 Grade II1 
Chronological Age 8.11 Intelligence Quotient 82 
Appearance.-- This child was thin and pale. He had had a hard 
winter because of sickness and looked it. He had a definite speech 
defect. 
pgysical condition.-- Before coming to school he had the measles. 
This year he had whooping cough, chicken pox and scarlet fever. These 
diseases had weakened him and his resistance needed to be built up 
again. He was underweight and pale. 
Home conditions and family status.-- His home was comfortable. 
There were six children. Another was expected. He was the oldest 
and did a great deal to help at home. The father was an auto mech-
anic and worked from early morning until late at night. The mother 
kept the children clean and tried to give them nourishing food, but 
all of the children were small and looked undernourished. 
School history.-- The boy came to this school one year ago and 
entered grade one-two. His marks were fair. In grade two-one he 
could not keep up in reading and had to repeat. 
Test result.-- His intelligence quotient was 82. On the read-
ing tests he received an average grade of 2.3. On the number test 
he received grade 1.9. 
Social history and personality traits.-- This bOy ma~e noises 
in school. He distrubed those around him and was slow in his work. 
On the playground he enjoyed himself at times. Sometimes he did 
not enter into the games of the group. 
Suggestions.-- The child likes attention, and making noises in 
school is one way of getting it. He would profit by individual help. 
He should be checked by the doctor. The fact that he has had so 
much illness in one year might be the reason for his lack of ambition 
in school. 
Number 28 Grade II1 
Chronological Age 9.4 Intelligence Quotient 85 
Appearance.-- This child was very clean in appearance. He had 
bright, snapP,Y eyes and looked intelligent. He liked to talk but was 
rather nervous. 
Physical condition.-- He was a healthy, wiry boy but nervous. 
He had had scarlet fever and chicken pox. He received plenty of good 
food and rest, according to his parents. 
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Home conditions and family status.-- The home was in an overcrowded 
district in a very poor building. It was neat and clean. There were 
four rooms in the flat. He had two older sisters . His grandmother 
lived with the family and took care o£ the house while the mother 
worked. The father was a laborer and worked occasionally. He was 
well dressed and the home was comfortable due to the mother:• s efforts. 
School history.-- The boy entered the first grade at the age o£ 
six. The teacher thought he was immature, so he was sent to the 
kindergarten. He did very well and, according to the record, the 
lowest marks were in handwork. HHe went to grade one, repeated it, 
was promoted to the second hal£ o£ grade one and repeated that grade 
twice. Now he is repeating the first hal£ o£ grade two-one. The 
reason given for his failure was that he could not keep quiet and he 
could not read. 
Test results.-- His intelligence quotient according to the test 
was 85. The average grade o£ the reading tests given was 1.7. The 
average grade on the arithmetic test given was 2.8. On the reading 
capacity test his grade was 3.3. 
Social history and personality traits.-- He was very active at 
home. His grandmother made every effort to keep him quiet but it 
did not help. He was babied by his grandmother and his older sisters. 
They tried to keep him from playing with children in the neighborhood 
and he had little contact with children outside o£ school. 
He liked to talk in school. His stories were endless. His work 
habits and conduct were poor. 
Suggestions.- The child would improve in a remedial reading 
class. He does not like reading. Supplementary material at a lower 
level than second grade might attract him when he realizes he can 
be successful with it. 
He looks underweight and is overactive. His parents should be 
asked to have the child checked at a clinic. 
Number 29 Grade II1 
Chronological _Age 7.5 Intelligence Quotient 98 
Appearance.-- This boy was rather small for his age. He had a 
decided lisp. He was bright and a little delicate looking. 
Physical condition.-- At the age of six his tonsils were re-
moved. He had measles and whooping cough. During the last semester 
he was absent because of frequent colds-. Consequently, he missed 
a great deal of school. 
Home conditions and family status.-- His father was a machinist. 
He had one sister older. The mother kept a clean comfortable home, 
and the children had ample space in which to play. 
School history.-- The child progressed in school, receiving fair 
marks in reading. During the last semester he missed much of the 
work because of absence. The teacher thought it best for him to repeat 
the grade. 
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Test results.-- The test of mental maturity showed that his 
intelligence quotient was 90. 
The average grade on the reading tests was 2.9. He achieved 
grade 2 in number. 
Social history and personality traits.-- He had books to read 
at home. He liked company and had the boys of his age come to his 
home to play. In school he worked well by himself but better with 
the group. He depended upon others to help him. 
Suggestions.-- The speech defect should be corrected. The child 
is immature for his age. The teacher and mother should give him re-
sponsibility so that he will be more independent. 
Number 30 Grade rrl 
Chronological Age 8.6 Intelligence Quotient 88 
Appearance.-- This child had large brown eyes. His hair was 
do'Wll over one eye. He was untidy the day he was interviewed, but 
he had been playing "Cowboy" before he came to school. He was 
healthy looking and clean. 
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Physical condition.-- Before entering school he had had chicken 
pox, measles, mumps, whooping cough, and scarlet fever. His attendance 
was good since he began school. 
Home conditions and family status.-- The boy lived in a basement 
tenement which was comfortable and very clean. His father was a sign 
painter but could not get work for long periods of time. During these 
times the family received help through the Social Security. The 
mother was interested in the children and they received proper care. 
The child had one sister, about a year older, who was the pet of the 
household. The mother talked about the difference in the two chil-
dren, in their school work, as well as habits in the home. 
School history.-- The child was very happy. His trouble, how-
ever, was that he liked to play. His conduct had been "D" since he 
. entered school. 
He entered the kindergarten at the age of five. He remained 
there for a year. Although his handwork was poor, his marks were 
fair. He repeated the first part of grade one twice, and the first 
part of grade two once. He was a good helper and liked to do anything 
but sit at his desk and work. 
Test results.-- According to the maturity test his intelligence 
quotient was 88. His average grade on reading tests was 2.7, and on 
the arithmetic tests his average grade was 2.5. 
Social history and personality traits.-- The boy was well liked 
by his classmates. He was a leader on the playground and full of 
energy. At school he talked out and finished a task quickly but with-
out accuracy. He helped the teacher and worked better when he received 
encouragement and a little attention. 
Suggestions.-- This child will progress faster if he receives 
individual attention and encouragement. The fact that his sister 
receives so much attention at home has had same effect upon him. 
This point should be discussed with the parents. He should be-
come a boy scout or join a group at the Boys' Club or the Y.M.C.A. 
Allowing him to assume some responsibility when his work was fin-
ished and correct might be an incentive. 
Number 31 Grade II 
Chronological Age 8.7 Intelligence Quotient 83 
Appearance.- This child was a large, healthy-looking boy. 
He was overweight and had the appearance of a child who might not 
be ambitious. 
Physical condit ion. - His voice was husky and sounded as though 
he had a cold. His general health was good, although he was over-
weight. 
Home conditions and family status.-- He was the youngest of 
four children, two of whom were boys. . He had been spoiled and 
babied, as his mother admitted. The home was neat and clean and he 
was well cared for. Both parents worked on different shifts so that 
one was home nearly" all the time. The parents were healthy but an 
uncle had died with tuberculosis. 
School history.-- This child did not like to work and tired 
easily with any task. He was very likable and had many friends. He 
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repeated twice in grade one, and then he had to repeat grade two. 
He received a "U~ in reading and English. His mark was unsatis-
factory in "working by himself" and "working with others. 11 Working 
bothered him. He had many scattered absences. 
Test results.-- According to the test he received 83 which is 
dull-normal. He was not present when the reading tests were given. 
Social histo;y and personality traits.-- He did not like work. 
He played and enjoyed himself but never exerted himself. He was a 
follower when at play. He was dreamy and listless and lacked 
vitality. 
Suggestions.-- He should receive an examination from the doc-
tor. His throat and glands should be checked. The mother should 
be admonished concerning absences without suff icient excuse because 
the child loses the feeling of belonging and misses his classwork. 
Help should be given in reading and tasks should be set for him and 
then checked to be sure he has accomplished each one. A doctor's 
examination is important in this case. 
Number 32 Grade III1 
Chronological Age 9 Intelligence Quotient 91 
Appearance.- This child was very small for his age. He did 
not look like a healthy child. He was very nervous and had poor 
t eeth. 
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Physical condition.-- His tonsils were removed. Other illnesses 
were measles, chicken pox and scarlet fever. He was thin and under-
nourished.. He whined and complained constantly. He cried at the 
least provocation. 
Home conditions and family status.-- The child was left alone 
a great deal and received little attention. His mother worked in a 
factory. The father, a roofer, was not dependable and did not work 
all of the time. One brother was married. He had a sister, seven-
teen, who worked. 
School history.-- Because he constantly whispered and annoyed 
other children, the boy was a problem. He seldom accomplished a 
set task. 
At play he cried if he was injured in the least. He played 
close to the teacher in the yard hoping she would talk to him. His 
work was very poor in general. 
Test results.-- The boy's intelligence quotient was 91. The 
average grade on the reading test was 2.5. The average grade on 
the arithmetic tests was 2.3. 
Social history and personality traits.~- He was not well liked 
by the other children and did not play with the group. He was not 
the normal size for a child in the third grade. The boys were too 
rough for him. He stood in the yard with any child who would stand 
• 
with hiln. VVh.en he did enter into the games, he was pushed around 
and cried. More than once a week he went to the movies. He did 
not like to read; he preferred sitting at home listening to the 
radio. 
Suggestions.-- The child's present state of health might be 
the reason for his difficulty in school. He gets money from home 
and buys candy. He should get milk and have a light lunch morning 
and afternoon. An examination at the clinic is necessary, imme-
diately. He would have received higher marks on the tests but he 
seemed to tire eas;ly. The boy wants attention. He gets very little 
affection or attention at home. 
Number 33 
Chronological Age 8.4 Intelligence Quotient 92 
Appearance.-- This child was thin and pale. He was dressed 
well but was untidy looking most of the time. He squinted as he 
talked. 
Physical condition.-- He had had measles, whooping cough and 
chicken pox when he was younger. His general health during the past 
semester was fair. He had frequent colds and was kept from school 
for long periods of time. His eyes and tonsils were in need of 
immediate attention • 
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Home conditions and family status.-- The father was a radio 
engineer and worked out of town. His mother worked as a waitress. 
The mother's sister, her husband and little boy lived with them. 
There were five rooms. The boy had a yard in which to play. He 
played alone or with his younger cousin who was not of school age. 
The mother admitted there was confusion because of the present home 
conditions. They would be remedied when the housing situation 
improved. 
School history.-- The child came to this school from a nearby 
town in the second grade. He did fairly good work and went on to 
the third grade where he failed because of poor conduct, absence, 
and failure iri arithmetic. His mark was fair in reading. 
Test results.-- His intelligence quotient was 92. His average 
grade on the reading tests was 2.6. His average grade on the arith-
metic test was 3.5. 
Social history and personality traits.-- Recess was never long 
enough. He enjoyed playing with the group. In school he constantly 
whispered and made disturbing noises. He did not accomplish work 
when left alone. The way he talked showed that most of his contacts 
were with adults. 
5uggestions.-- His eyes and throat need immediate attention • 
His health must be checked. The child needs someone to take an in-
ter.est in him. Because of home conditions, he gets little affection 
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and real personal attention. His arithmetic is good for the grade. 
He would have had a higher average but did poorly on the problems. 
This might have been because of poor reading. He does not read at 
home but if an attractive supplementary book were given to him at 
second grade level he might enjoy it. He needs help in reading. 
Number 34 
Chronological Age 10.9 
2 Grade III 
Intelligence Quotient 101 
Appearance.-- This child was a well-developed boy for his age. 
He was clean and healthy looking. 
Physical condition.-- He was in good health and had none of the 
diseases so common in childhood. 
Home conditions and family status.-- He lived on the first floor 
of a large house. The rest of the house was rented as furnished 
rooms. The boy was the oldest. He had two brothers and a sister 
younger. The baby was one year old. 
Both parents were working. The mother worked in a skate factory 
and the father was a molder. They worked in shifts. 
School history.- The boy started school in a: country town. He 
entered the city schools in the second grade at the age of eight 
years and nine months. His marks were excellent in conduct and in 
other subjects. He changed schools in the third grade. This might 
have affected his school work. He failed in reading, arithmetic, 
geography and history. His conduct was poor. 
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Test results.-- His intelligence quotient was 101. The average 
grade on the reading tests was 2.5 and the average grade in arithmetic 
was 3.1. 
Social history and personality traits.-- He was a friendly child; 
he liked to play and was a leader in the playground. In school he 
was troublesome and did not finish his work. He liked making air-
planes as a hobby. The subject he disliked most was reading. 
§uggestions.-- The child's parents must take a more personal 
interest in him and check on his school work. He needs help in 
reading. His foundation in reading may not be good. 
Number 3 5 Grade III2 
Chronological Age 11.9 Intelligence Quotient 80 
Appearance.-- This child was tall for his grade. He stuttered 
and made grimaces in an effort to speak. He was fairly clean and 
healthy looking. He had an accent. 
Physical condition.-- He had defective hearing and took lip-
reading. He had had measles and whooping cough. His tonsils needed 
attention and he had tonsilitis during the winter. His color was 
not good. 
Home conditions and family status.-- The boy's father and mother 
were divorced. His father had not worked and caused unhappiness in 
the home because of instability. The parents separated and the father 
went to live with his mother. The boy was left with his mother who 
was not well. His home was in an overcrowded district, in a run-
dolm. brick building. 
School history.-- The boy changed schools three times. He had 
had to repeat every grade except grade one. His conduct marks were 
excellent. He repeated the last grade because of reading and arith-
metic. He tried hard and seemed to enjoy his school work. 
Result of tests.-- The child's intelligence quotient was 80. 
This classified him as a dull normal. The average grade on the read-
ing tests was 2.7 and the average grade on the arithmetic test given 
was 3.1. 
Social histoEY and personality traits.-- The boy did not have 
much life. He was very quiet and seemed to withdraw from the group. 
He attended the Boys' Club occasionally. He went to the movies at 
least once a week. 
SUggestions.-- The boy misses his father. He thinks that he 
will come back again. He is a slow learner, and needs individual 
attention. He should be encouraged t o join some organized group 
such as boy scouts. 
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Number 36 Grade III2 
Chronological Age 9.4 Intelligence Quotient 82 
Appearance.-- This child was very nervous. He had difficulty 
sitting or standing still. He talked glibly with profuse gesticu-
lations. His voice was rather hoarse. He was neat and clean looking. 
Physical condition.-- According to the record, his health was 
good. He had not been ill at any time far very long. He complained 
of his stomach, when asked if he ever had any pains or aches. 
Home conditions and family status.-- His father and mother were 
divorced. He lived with his mother in a very run-down district. His 
mother worked in a factory making leather goods. She was away all 
day and the boy had to take care of himself. Often, when she was de-
layed in coming home, he was told to go to the movies. He went at 
least twice a week. Every day that it rained, he went to the movies 
from school. He went to the Boys' Club twice a week. His mother 
seemed very nervous and tirede 
School historl·-- Since he entered school he had received poor 
marks in conduct. He had no interest in his school work. During the 
test he gave up as soon as he found he could not answer some questions 
easily. He had to repeat the third grade once in another school. He 
was then transferred and repeated the third grade again. The teacher 
gave as a reason for his failure that he lacked ability and was lazy, 
besides being a problem in conduct. 
• 
Test results.-- In reading his average grade was 2.5. On the 
arithmetic test his grade was 2.6. 
Social history and personality traits.-- He liked attention and 
got it by showing off. He was so nervous that he could not keep 
still for any length of time. He did not work well with others be-
cause he continu~ bothered them. At play he was ver,r active. He 
often hurt other children. When corrected he was always on the 
defensive. 
Suggestions.-- The child is overactive. He has seen too many 
movies. He is left alone too much for his age. He needs affection 
and personal care. The teacher must be a friend to him. When he 
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tends to become restless, as an incentive to finishing his work, he 
might be given duties to provide an outlet for his energy. Discontinue 
scolding him, if possible. He needs individual help in reading and 
arithmetic. He should go to the clinic for a check-up. There must be 
a reason for his extreme nervousness and overactivity. Other arrange-
ments should be made whereby he would have a place to go for his 
lunch and after school. He should not be on the street from the time 
he leaves for school until after six o'clock. 
Number 37 
Chronological Age 9.1 
2 Grade III 
Intelligence Quotient 94 
Appearance.-- This child was very clean looking. He had large 
brown, dreamy eyes. He lisped a little as he talked. 
• 
Physical condition.-- He had had measles, whooping cough and 
mumps. His mother said that he was healthy but would not eat. She 
was going to take him to the clinic for a check-up. He was under-
weight. 
Home condition and family status.-- His mother and father were 
separated, pending a divorce. The home was in an overcrowded dis-
trict, where the streets were narrow alleys, the only place for chil-
dren to play. There were three children in the family and the boy 
was the oldest. The mother kept a clean home and the children 
looked well-cared for. 
He was not allowed to play on the street. His mother sent 
him to the movies once or twice a week 11 so she would know where he 
was." He read :funny.books but had no others to read. 
School history.- He entered the school in grade three in 
September. He was confused and timid. He had been a slow student 
and received a fair average mark in the previous grades. He failed 
in arithmetic, in the third grade and, according to his report, 
could not work well alone, or with others. 
Test results.- His intelligence quotient was found to be 94. 
The average grade on his reading tests was 3.2 and the average 
grade in arithmetic 3.6. 
Social history and personality traits.-- The change in schools 
affected the boy. Home conditions, also, affected the child. He 
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had to divide his time between parents, spending weekends with his 
father. He went to the movies too often. It would be better if he 
were allowed to go to the Boys' Club. 
Suggestions.-- The fact that the boy has no appetite and is 
underweight is indicative of his being undernourished. This would 
cause failure in school work because of lack of ambition. He should 
have definite tasks to do which will arouse his interest. Children 
like school better if ordinary tasks are done in a different way. 
Number 38 
Chronological Age 10.1 
2 Grade III 
Intelligence Quotient 92 
Appearance.~- This child was a healthy-looking boy. He was 
very straight and tall for his age. 
Physical condition.-- He had been healthy but was out of school 
because of illness during the semester he failed. 
Home conditions and family status.-- He had an older brother. 
His father owned a small store, not far from his home and did very 
well. The father was Greek, the mother Albanian. The child could 
speak both languages. The home was comfortable and happy. 
School history.-- He entered the kindergarten and did fairly 
well in every grade. Reading had been difficult. He failed in 
arithmetic and reading in the third grade because he was absent 
frequently. 
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Result of the test.-- He received 92 on the intelligence test. 
His average grade in reading was 4.2. His average grade in arith-
metic was 3.7. 
Social history and personality traits.-- He went to the Boys• 
Club two or three times a week. He attended Greek class three times 
a week. His mother provided books for him to read at home. She was 
interested in his school work and wanted him to succeed. 
Suggestions.-- He received much attention at home. He had to 
study Greek and was not allowed to play with other children except 
when he attended the Boys' Club. His failure was partly due to 
his physical condition. He has improved in his work this term. 
Number 39 Grade IIf 
Chronological Age 9.8 Intelligence Quotient 93 
Appearance.-- This child was a well built, healthy-looking 
child. She was neat, clean and demure looking. 
Physical condition.- She had had chicken pox, measles, mumps 
and whooping cough. Her attendance had been good, until the last 
semester, when she had frequent colds. 
Home conditions and family status.-- She lived in a basement 
· tenement, which was damp and difficult to heat. This was the cause 
of the child's colds, according to the mother. They were anxious to 
move but could not because of the housing situation. She had a 
younger brother. The home was comfortable and the family a happy one. 
\ 
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School history.-- She repeated the third grade because she 
was absent and, according to the teacher, could not catch up with her 
work. She worked well alone and with the group. 
Result of tests.-- According to the mental maturity test her 
intelligence quotient was 92. On the reading tests her average 
grade was 3. 7. On the arithmetic test her average grade was 3. 
Suggestions.-- The child should read books at home. Individual 
help would enable her to keep up with her class--but there were over 
forty children in her grade. On the achievement test examples with 
two digits in the multiplicand were difficult for her. 
Number 40 Grade III2 
Chronological Age 10.10 Intelligence Quotient 95 
Appearance.- This child was fairly clean. Her voice was 
husky and unpleasant, but she had a gentle manner. Her skin was 
rough and chapped. She turned her head to the side, as though she 
were using only one eye. 
Physical condition.-- Her tonsils removed, 'When she was six 
years of age. She had had measles and chicken pox recently. During 
the past winter, she had frequent colds. 
Home conditions and family status.- Her mother and father 
were separated. The family was receiving Public Wel fare. There 
were eight children in the family, one boy in the navy, a girl 
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sixteen at vocational school and three boys and four girls at home; 
the youngest was four. They lived in a basement tenement in four 
rooms. It was dark and damp, in a run-down, overcrowded locality. 
School history.-- The child entered school, at the age of six 
years and nine months. She missed much of the work and had to re-
peat grade one. She then left to live with her grandmother in the 
country. She returned to enter the third grade. The teacher said 
that she was unable to do the work of the grade. She repeated. 
Test results.-- Her intelligence quotient was 95. On the 
reading tests her average grade was 3.6. On the arithmetic tests 
her average grade was 3.1. 
Social history and personality traits.-- Despite the poverty 
of the home, there was much happiness and love for one another evi-
denced. The child did her share of work, and had responsibility 
at home. She was shy and rather timid at school, but entered into 
the games, when asked. She did not have much initiative. She 
played with her brothers and sisters in the street. There was no 
other place to play. She read sometimes but they frequently stayed 
outside until bedtime. 
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Suggestions.-- The child's eyes should be examined at the clinic 
(her mother promised to do this). She should be encouraged to keep 
up with the class, because she seems to be up to the grade in reading. 
Perhaps her older brothers would help her in arithmetic. 
• 
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Number 41 Grade Ill2 
Chronological Age 10.2 Intelligence Quotient 96 
Awearance.- This child was healthy looking. Her voice was 
low and she seemed rather timid. 
Physical condition.-- Her general health was good. According 
to the health record, her teeth needed attention. 
Home conditions and family status.-- Her mother and father 
were separated. There were nine children in the family and the 
mother received aid from the Public Welfare. The oldest child 
was fourteen and the youngest one year old. There were six boys 
and three girls in the family. 
The home was situated in a fairly good district. It was com-
fort able and clean. The children had to help with the work because 
the mother was extremely nervous and sickly. She kept this child 
home, frequently, to help her. 
School historz.-- The child failed in reading and arithmetic. 
The reasons for failure were absence and lack of effort. 
Test result.-- The child's intelligence quotient was 96. On 
the reading tests her average was 3.5 and on the arithmetic test her 
average grade was 3.6 • 
Social histo£Y and personality traits.-- The child spent much 
of her time doing the cooking and housework. She was efficient and 
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mature for her years. She was conscious of her looks and seemed 
very precocious. She was quiet in school but was not interested 
in her work. This was true in part because of frequent, prolonged 
absences. 
Suggestions.-- The child should not miss school needlessly. 
She will respond to any attention given her. She will try harder, 
if she is given an incentive to take pride in her school work. 
She needs drill and help in reading, spelling and arithmetic. 
Number 42 Grade Ivl 
Chronological Age 10.3 Intelligence Quotient 100 
Appearance.-- This child was not clean. She tried to keep her 
clothes and hair clean but showed the effects of neglect. 
Physical condition.-- She was underweight. Doubtless, she had 
a case of malnutrition. She had had whooping cough, measles, chicken 
pox and mumps. She had her appendix removed about three years ago. 
Home conditions and family status.-- Her father died two years 
ago. There were seven children in the family and this child was 
the second oldest. They lived in a dark, damp basement tenement. 
It was heated by a small parlor stove and the kitchen stove. One 
would wonder how anyone could collect rent for such a placeS There 
were no rugs on the old board floors. There was very little 
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furniture in the house.. The Public Welfare supported this family, 
as it did many others in this overcrowded district. She was kept 
home from school because her mother needed her help. 
School history.-- The child did. very well in school. She came 
without proper food or clothing. She had been absent so much in 
grade four that the teacher said she thought it would be best for 
her to repeat. 
Result of test.-- Her intelligence quotient was 100, as indi-
cated by the mental maturity test given. The average grade received 
on the reading tests was 6.1. The child was not present when other 
tests were given. 
SOcial history and personality traits.-- She did not have as 
much time to play as her sisters since she was the one who helped 
to take care of the younger children. She was very timid and shy 
and did not enter into games with other girls. In school, she 
spoke in a soft voice and was very timid. 
Sometimes she was allowed to go to the movies but not often. 
The children played in the streets, which were in reality alleys. 
Suggestions.-- Social workers and the principal have been at 
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work to help this family. First, the family should be taken out of 
the basement. Since the mother is unable to take care of the chil-
dren properly, something should be done for a while in order to make 
sure the children receive proper care. The mother is irresponsible. 
This child could have been promoted. She would have achieved if given 
individual assistance. 
• 
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Number 43 Grade IV1 
Chronological Age 11.2 Intelligence Quotient 87 
Appearance.-- This child was small and immature looking for 
her age. She was quite thin. Her voice was low and rather husky, 
but she talked fluently. 
Physical condition.-- The child had had measles, chicken pox, 
mumps, and scarlet fever. When she had scarlet fever she was out 
five weeks in the second grade. Her general health was good in the 
fourth grade although she had been absent because of frequent colds. 
Home conditions and family status.-- Her father was a bus 
driver. There were five children in the family. She was the second 
oldest child. She helped her mother a great deal in the home. The 
home consisted of four rooms and was fairly comfortable, although 
located in a poor district. 
School history.-- She started school in the kindergarten, at 
the age of five. She remained one year and a half in the kinder-
garten. She repeated the last half of the first grade twice, the 
first half of the ~econd grade once, and the first half of grade 
four. In all she has repeated five times. Arithmetic and reading 
have been her troublesome subjects. She always tried hard but was 
not too disturbed because she failed. 
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Result of tests.-- Her intelligence quotient was 87 according 
to the test. The average grade on the reading tests was 3.8. The 
average grade on the arithmetic test was 4. The average grade on 
the English test was 3.5. 
Social history and personality traits.-- The child pl~ed 
"house" when her friends came to play with her. She liked to skate 
and often went to the skaterina. She attended the movies, at least 
once a week. 
She was very social and well liked by the other children. She 
did not care t o read. 
§uggestions.-- Some simple books with a high interest level 
would appeal to this child. It would be advisable for her to join 
the Girl's Club, where she would learn about home-making and be 
with an organized group. Her absences must be checked. She must 
not be absent without sufficient reason. 
Number 44 Grade IVl 
Chronological Age 14.1 Intelligence Quotient 68 
Appearance.- This child was healthy looking . She was extrem.e:V 
timid and shy. She would only answer questions with one word. 
Physical condition.- Her eyes looked strained. She was pale 
but not unhealthy looking. Her general health was good. She was 
not at school at the time an audiometer test was given. Her hearing 
should be checked. 
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Home conditions and family status.-- The child was placed in an 
orphanage when she was five years of age. Her father and mother 
were divorced. She had a younger sister and an older brother. The 
sisters were in the orphanage together. In January, the mother 
brought her and her younger sister home to live with her. 
The home was comfortable. The family received help from the 
Publi c Welfare. The father contributed twelve dollars weekly to 
the support of t he three children. 
School history.-- The transfer card she received from the 
orphanage indicated that her conduct was good, her health was good, 
and her scholarship was poor. She wrote very well. Every paper 
was exceptionally neat. The child was · lost in the fourth grade be-
cause she could not do the work. 
Result of tests.-- The test of mental maturity showed her to 
have an intelligence quotient of 68. The score on the test was 
affected by the child 1 s inability to read. She was not present 
when the other tests were given. 
Social history and personality traits.-- She was attracti ve. 
It was difficult for her to take part in a conversation. At the or -
phanage she spoke French a great deal and perhaps understood i t 
better than English. She acted very shy and timid~ Gradually, she 
must ent er into the activities of the other children. 
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Suggestions.- The test should be administered again. She should 
be placed in a special class immediately. She is losing time, because 
the work of the fourth grade is beyond her. The teacher must do all 
she can to make her feel secur e unt il she can be transferred. 
Number 45 Grade IV2 
Chronological Age 13 Intelligence Quotient 70 
Appearance.-- This child was the son of an Indian chief. He 
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had blonde hair, blue eyes and f:ine stature. He was very pale, however. 
fhysical condition.-- He had had the measles, whooping cough and 
chicken pox. According to the health record his general health was 
good. His eyes needed attention and his father had them examined. 
He wore glasses. He complained of frequent stomachaches and headaches. 
Home conditions and family status.-- His mother and father were 
divorced. His mother was SWedish. His father was an Indian and came 
from Oklahoma. He lived with the boy in a small apartment. The 
writer did not see him or visit the home because the father was ill. 
The Publi c Welfare was giving them aid. 
School history.-- The boy had been to six schools in the city. 
He had moved eight times since he started school. He was a slow 
learner. He could not stay at a given task very long. It was with 
great difficulty that he stayed in his seat for any length of time. 
When given a task he rushed through it, but it was usually done wrong. 
He failed in the fourth grade, in all subjects. 
Result of tests.-- His intelligence quotient, as indicated on 
the maturity test, was 70. The average grade received on the 
reading tests was 4. The average grade received in arithmetic was 
3.5. The average grade received in English was 3.6. 
Social histo;Y and personality traits.-- The boy was very 
erratic. He was not well liked by the other children, and they 
seldom pleyed with him EKCept on the playground. He whined a great 
deal and did anything to attract attention. He was not a leader and 
did not like to take suggestions. He was his father 's constant 
companion. 
Suggestions.-- The child is well dressed but perhaps is under-
nourished. Although he is supposed to be in good condition physi-
cally, it is probable he does not get proper food and enough sleep. 
He should join the Y.M.C.A. He might benefit, if sent to the 
child guidance clinic . Although he is a problem, he craves atten-
tion. This is the reason he complains and is so boisterous. He 
has no mother and very few friends. 
Number 46 Grade r.f 
Chronological Age 11.7 Intelligence QUotient 89 
Appearance.-- This child was small for his age. He was fairly 
clean and had a huslcy voice. He had a speech defect. 
• 
Physical condition.-- His teeth, tonsils and e.1es were in need 
of immediate attention. He was underweight. He had had the measles 
and chicken pox. His general health condition was good, according 
to the health record. This winter, however, he had been absent be-
cause of frequent colds. 
Home conditions and family status.- The child had been in an 
orphanage from the time he was one year old until he started the 
first grade. His mother and father were divorced. He had a step-
mother. His father was a painter but did not work steadily. There-
fore, the mother had to work to help support the family. 
There were four boys and two girls in the family. The boy was 
the second oldest. 
School history.-- This child has repeated five times. His con-
duct was always good. In the fifth grade he failed in English, 
geography, histor,y and arithmetic. The teacher said the reason he 
failed was that he could not concentrate and he lacked background. 
Result of test.-- The child's intelligence quotient was 89. 
The average grade on reading tests was 4~8. The average grade on 
the arithmetic test. was 5.1. The average grade on the English 
test was 5. 
Social history and personality traits.-- He helped at home, 
doing errands and helping with the housework. He often played in 
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the street with the boys L~ the neighborhood, because his yard was 
"full of rubbish." He liked baseball. He was about to get a job 
at the Y.M.C.A. after school. 
§uggestions.-- The boy's eyes and ears need immediate atten-
tion. This has, no doubt, influenced his school -rork. He has a 
speech defect which makes him self-conscious and it might be over-
come easily. The doctor and nurse should check his teeths .tonsils 
and nutrition. Steps should be taken to see that the child receives 
immediate attention. 
Number 47 Grade IV2 
Chronological Age 10.8 Intelligence Quotient 97 
Appearance.-- This child was very neat and clean looking. He 
had a slight impediment in his speech. 
PhySical condition.-- His general health condition was good. 
He was well developed for his age. His vision and hearing were 
normal. 
Home conditions and family status.- He was an only child. He 
had a comfortable home. Both his parents worked. His father was a 
landscape gardener and the mother was a clerk in a cleaning estab-
lishment. The child was left alone a great deal • 
School history.-- He repeated grade four. The teacher said that 
he did not try and he received unsatisfactory marks in arithmetic, 
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geography and history. His record showed that he did not work well 
by himself or with others. 
Result of tests.-- His intelligence quotient was found to be 
97. The average grade on reading tests was 5.1. The average grade 
on arithmetic tests was 4.7. The average grade on the English 
test was 5. 
Social history arid personality traits.-- He was very neat 
about his appearance. While at play, he acted as though he were 
afraid t o soil his clothes. The boys did not include him in many 
of their games. He spent most of his leisure time at home, alone, 
listening to the radio and reading. 
Suggestions.-- This child should join the Boys' Club or the 
Y .Y.C.A. He must learn how to play. His mother realizes this boy 
should have companionship and is making arrangements so that the boy 
will not be alone as much. He should be made to feel secure at 
school. The grades received on the tests indicate that the boy might 
succeed, if encouraged t o do his daily work. 
Number 48 Grade r-tf 
Chronological Age 11.11 Intelligence Quotient 86 
Appearance.-- This child was medium height for his age, and 
very stout. His head was unusually large. He squinted as he 
talked. He talked slowly and in a rather high pitched voice. 
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Physical condition.-- He was overweight and lacked vitality. 
According to the health record, his general health was good. His 
eyes needed to be examined. He said they bothered him and that he 
had had frequent headaches. He also complained of having a sick 
stomach quite often. 
Home conditions and family status.-- His mother and father 
were divorced. His mother worked in a shoe factory as a stitcher. 
He had a brother and sister who were married. They did not live 
at home. His home was only fairly comfortable. The boy took care 
of it and did the marketing. He spent a good deal of his spare 
time at the movies. 
School history.-- The boy had been slow in school. He had to 
repeat the last two grades. He was very sensitive about his weight. 
He tried hard but did not seem to have much energy. The teacher re-
ported that he was a failure in reading and arithmetic. 
Result of tests.-- His intelligence quotient was 86 according 
to the test given. The average grade he received in reading was 
3.5. His average grade in arithmetic was 4.9. The average grade 
in English was 3. 9. 
Social history and personality traits.- This child could not 
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run around and play as the other boys did because of his weight. He 
was extremely sensitive and hurt when the boys passed remarks or 
ca,J.led him names. He did most of the work at home and was often alone. 
He did not care for reading. 
Suggestions.-- The bqy should be sent to the clinic. His over-
weight might be due to gland disturbances. This condition causes 
lack of a.mJ!lition. The Y .M.C.A. or Boys' Club would help this child. 
He could use the library,and the many services it offers would be 
beneficial. 
He needs help in reading. 
Number 49 Grade rv2 
Chronological _Age 13 Intelligence Quotient 80 
Appearance.-- This child looked neglected. He wa.s pale and, 
obviously, underweight. His clothing was poor. He was not as de-
veloped as a child, thirteen, should be. 
Physical condition.-- He was underweight. He had a definite 
case of malnutrition. He had had measles three times, whooping 
cough, mumps, chicken pox and scarlet fever. 
Home conditions and family status.-- There were ten children 
in this family. The three oldest were married. The other seven, 
six boys and one girl, were living at home. The oldest child at 
home was a girl, sixteen. She stayed home and kept house while the 
mother and father worked. The father worked for the street depart-
ment, cleaning streets, the mother worked in a laundry. The home was 
overcrowded and poorly furnished. It was doubtful if the boys had 
the nourishment they needed. 
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School history.-- The family had moved nine times and the boy 
had attended five different schools, all in the city. He attended 
the kindergarten and had to stay in the kindergarten for two years, 
before he was ready to go on. He had been slow in his school work, 
throughout the grades, but had been a diligent worker and very 
cooperative. The reason given for his present failure was that he 
lacked ability, especially in arithmetic and English. 
Test results.-- His intelligence quotient of 80 placed him be-
low nor.mal in mental capacity. The average grade received on the 
reading tests was 5.1. The average grade received on the arithmetic 
test was 4.5. The average grade received on the English test was 
4.1. 
Suggestions.- The boy has done well for him. His envir onment 
has not been conducive to learning. He needs individual attention. 
If he were given work, in accordance to his mental ability, he might 
go on in this school; otherwise a special class is recommended. 
Number 50 Grade Vl . 
Chronological Age 11.1 Intelligence Quotient 98 
Appearance.- This boy was tall and thin, with a perpetual 
smile • 
Fnysical condition.-- His physical condition was good. At the 
time the writer visited him, he was just recovering from the chicken 
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pox and did not have the semblance of one physically fit! He was 
underweight and somewhat nervous. 
Home conditions and family status.-- He had a comfortable home. 
His father was an electrician for a radio concern and his mother 
was a hair-dresser. He had one brother, younger. The grandfather 
lived on the first floor of the house and took care of the boys 
during the day. 
School history.-- The bo.y repeated the fourth grade. His con-
duct and effort were always poor. He was a discipline problem in 
the fourth grade. He failed in arithmetic, reading, geography, 
history. 
Test results.- Intellectually, the boy was normal. His in-
telligence cpotient was 98. He was capable of doing the work of the 
grade. On the reading test his average grade was 4.9. On the arith-
metic test, his average grade was 5.2. On the English test his aver-
age grade was 4.8. 
Social history and personality traits.-- At home the boy was 
allowed to do what he pleased. He was excitable. He was found at 
the station many times waiting for troop trains. He was well liked 
by his classmates. In school he was a problem. He disturbed others 
and sulked or showed signs of temper when corrected. This was, in 
part, the reason for his failure. 
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Suggestions.-- The parents are too concerned with their work. They 
are neglecting the children because after work they are too tired to 
bother. They agree that the boy should go to the Boys ' Club and be 
kept off the street. He does not care to read and he is restless. 
The doctor should give him a check-up. With some individual help, 
he might be able to do the work of the grade. 
Number 51 Grade V 
Chronological Age 10.9 Intelligence Quotient 104 
_Appearance.-- This child was bright looking, rather small and 
quick in his movements. 
Physical condition.- He was a very nervous child. His general 
health had been good but he looked underweight, pale and had a twitch 
that was slightly noticeable. 
Home conditions and family status.-- His mother and father were 
divorced and he had a step-father. The home was comfortable with 
ample space for the family. The foster-father was a taxi-cab driver. 
The mother worked also, in a factory. The bo.ys had the responsibility 
of the home and kept it in order. The writer was unable to see either 
parent. 
School history. He had to repeat the fifth grade. He failed in 
arithmetic, geography, history and English. His marks in citizenship 
were all checked which meant improvement was needed. He appeared to 
be a bright child. 
Result of tests.- His intelligence quotient was 104. The 
average grade received on the reading tests was 5.6. The average 
grade received on the arithmetic tests was 5.2. The average grade 
received on the English tests was 4.9. 
Social history and personality traits.-- He was average in 
leadership, self-confidence and personal attractiveness. His 
appearance was neat and clean. 
He wanted to excel in his work but often did not cooperate and 
sulked when anything went wrong. His conduct was poor. He talked 
to other children and it seemed difficult for him to sit in his 
seat for any length of time. 
Suggestions .• -- The boy might be trying to adjust himself to a 
new father. He has an older brother. Neither of the boys are proud 
of the fact that their real parents are divorced. 
He is underweight and perhaps needs vitamins or a proper diet. 
The teacher should have a talk with the boy and try to make him 
understand the necessity of cooperation and effort. His parents 
might be too busy to care. 
Number 52 Grade VI-
Chronological Age 10.7 Intelligence Quotient 115 
Appearance.-- This child had light hair and glasses. He was 
healthy looking but very serious looking. 
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Physical condition.-- He had had none of the childrens' diseases. 
His general health was good. His eyes had recentlY been examined. 
Home conditions and family status.- In November he came from 
a t own in Nebraska. His mother and father were separated. They in-
tended to go back living together, however. He had no brothers or 
sisters. His mother worked as a waitress. 
School history.- Because he entered when the term was half 
over the boy had to repeat. His poorest subject was arithmetic. 
The teacher said he was very quiet in class. It was difficult to 
judge what his background in various subjects had been. 
Result of tests.-- His intelligence quotient was 115. It was 
the highest of the group tested. The average grade received in 
reading was 6.7. The average grade received in arithmetic was 4.3. 
The average grade received in English was 4.6. 
Social history and personality traits.-- The boy, definitely, 
liked his home in the west better. However, he mingled with the 
boys and became adjusted. He joined the Boys' Club and attended the 
Y.M.C.A. after school. He loved to read. He enjoyed the library at 
the Boys' Club. 
Suggestions.-- The boy needs help in arithmetic. He needs drill 
on the multiplication tables and should do extra work in multiplica-
tion and division. After drill and practice, another test might be 
administered and the child should know how much he has improved. 
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Number 53 Grade vi 
Chronological Age 14.3 Intelligence Quotient 66 
Appearance.-- This child was not bright looking. He was untidy, 
dirty and neglected looking. He was immature for a boy nearly fif-
teen years of age. 
Physical condition.-- He had the measles, three times, mumps, 
whooping cough, chicken pox and scarlet fever. His tonsils were in 
need of immediate attention. He was pale and underweight. 
Home conditions and family status.-- The child was one of· ten 
children. Three were married and the other seven, six of whom were 
boys, lived together. Both parents worked but the family was very 
poor. He was left to do as he pleased. He spent all his spare time 
working. It seemed that people took advantage of him, for the remuner-
ation he received was often very l~ttle for what he did. He shined 
shoes and was often on the street very late at night. 
School history.- He had much difficulty learning. He was never 
a discipline problem. He was slow and careless in his work. It 
seems that he might P!'(>fit in an ungraded class. 
Result of test.-- His intelligence quotient was 66. The average 
grade in reading was 5.9. The average grade in arithmetic was 4.3 
and the average grade in English was 4.6. 
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Personal history and social traits.-- The child enjoyed recess. 
He entered into the games but was never a leader. His brother was 
his constant can.panion and they did everything to earn money. They 
seemed to have had enough to eat and often did not go home to lunch 
at noon. 
Suggestions.- The boy should be put in a special class. He 
should be encou~aged and receive individual help to enable him to 
progress. · An explanation of the case should be given to the teacher 
receiving him. He has very little home life. His father is dis-
couraged because they are so poor. This child and his brother should 
be urged to join the Y.M.C.A. He would respond to a little attention. 
The parents should be seen. They should not allow the boy to wander 
the streets late at night. 
Number 54 Grade v1 
Chronological Age 10.3 Intelligence Quotient 105 
Appearance.-- This child was clean looking. His head was held 
a litt le to one side. 
Physical condition.-- He was fairly healthy. He had been absent 
frequently because of colds. He snapped his neck one day at play and, 
since then, has held it to one side • 
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Home conditions and family status.-- The family lived on the first 
floor of a large block. They had six rooms. The boy was one of eight 
children. The oldest was sixteen. The father was a spooler, who 
• 
worked in a wire mill. The mother worked in a slipper factory 
cementing the sides of slippers. An aunt took care of the baby 
who was nineteen months old. Two of the children stayed with a 
grandmother, which helped to lessen the burden of the home. 
School history.-- The boy started school in the kindergarten 
at the age of five. He has had to repeat twice. The reason for 
his last failure was that he could not concentrate, did not behave 
and as a result did not get good marks. Since he was in the third 
grade he had received poor marks in conduct . 
Result of tests.-- His intelligence quotient was 105. His aver-
age grade in the reading tests was 6.2. The average grade on the 
arithmetic tests was 4.7. The average grade on the English tests 
was 5. 
Social history and personality traits.-- The boy received 
dominance in the classroom because of his behavior. He had a bun- -
dant energy and seemed unable to limit himself to the confining ac-
tivities of the classroom. When his work was finished, he would be 
less of a problem if given a different task or responsibility which 
would allow him to get out of his seat. 
On the playground he played hard and was a leader. He was ex-
t;remely happy • 
§uggestions.-- The child likes to read. Assignments, which 
would require that he look up material, and be responsible to the 
( 
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class for this information, would use up some of his energy. 
He is cooperative and would like the idea of being a helper. 
He needs individual help in arithmetic. On the test he was poorest 
in problem work and examples in fractions. 
He should be encouraged to go to the Y.M.C.A. so that he might 
take part in organized activity. 
Number 55 Grade V 
Chronological Age 11.2 Intelligence Quotient 101 
.ApPearance.-- This child was attractive, clean and well dressed. 
He spoke well and had poise. 
Physical condition.-- He was in perfect health. He had never 
been ill, except when he had measles. 
Home conditions and family status.-- He was the youngest of 
five children. The next oldest child was twelve years his senior. 
He was 11spoiled11 , his mother admitted. The home was very comfor-
table and the boy had the books and toys, which a boy his age wants. 
His mother said that he was left to himself a great deal and 
that he was becoming very quiet at home. He did not seem to be a 
happy child. 
School history.-- According to the teacher he failed in school 
because he was lazy and would not l\Ork. For this reason he received 
poor marks in his daily work in arithmetic. It did not seem to 
bother him. 
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Result of tests.- His intelligence quotient was 101. His aver-
age grade on the reading tests was 6.2. His average grade on the 
arithmetic tests was 5-3· His average grade on the English tests 
was 4.5. 
Social history and personality traits.-- He was very quiet in 
school but did not always do his work. He went home after school 
and seldom had a child to play with him. He talked very well but 
he had a worried look on his face when the writer talked to ·him. 
Suggestions.- He should have some of the boys come home with 
him to play. His mother must see to this. She has promised to send 
him to the Boys' Club or the Y.M.C.A. with some of the boys in his 
class. Both she and her husband must give the child more attentionJ 
not by giving him what he wants but by giving him companionship. 
The teacher must try to be friendly with him so that he will 
feel that he belongs in the class. If she understood the case, 
perhaps failure would have been prevented. 
Number 56 Grade Vl 
Chronological Age 12.5 Intelligence Quotient 80 
ApPearance.- This child was dressed clean. She was exceed-
ingly sey and acted frightened. She had a huskiness in her voice 
and kept clearing her throat. 
Physical condition.- Her general health was good. Her 
tonsils were removed when she was younger. Since then, according to 
her motherJ she had bad this nervous habit. 
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Home conditions and family status.- She came from an orphanage 
during the last semester. Her mother and father were divorced. She 
was happy and carefree at the orphanage but had not adjusted herself 
to her new surroundings easily. Her mother went out by the day 
doing housework; they also received help from the Public Welfare. 
The child helped at home a great deal and seemed happy there. 
School history.-- She had been in an orphanage, since she was 
three years of age. The report from the orphanage gave the follow-
ing information; conduct--fair; health--good; scholarship--fair• 
She was so timid and shy that the teacher could not get her to 
recite. She seemed confused. The work was difficult for her. Her 
papers were exceptionally neat, as though she were substituting by 
external form for intrinsic success. She had received individual 
help in reading and arithmetic, because the teacher felt that she 
·needed the foundation. 
Result of tests.-- Her intelligence quotient of 80 placed her 
below normal in mental maturity. (However, the results of the tests 
might be influenced by the fact that she was nervous during the 
time the test was given. It took her a longer time to get started 
and she did not seem to understand directions). 
Her average grade on the reading tests was 3.4. The average 
grade received on the arithmetic tests was 4. The average grade 
received on the English tests was 3.6. 
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So:Cial history and personality traits.-- She was extremely shy 
and timid. She stood off alone, while other children were at play. 
After she was invited into the children 1 s games, she seemed to enjoy 
them and had a happy expression on her .face. The fact that she had 
to make a complete readjustment to her surroundings had its effect 
upon the child. She wanted to succeed in school and was extremely 
anxious to pass. 
Suggestions.-- The child will .find it difficult doing the work 
of the fifth grade. Another intelligence test should be administered 
to ascertain her mental age • . If she is retarded mentally, she would 
achieve more success and be happier in a special class. 
1 Number 57 Grade V 
Chronological Age 11.4 Intelligence Quotient 100 
Appearance.-- This child was neat and clean with tight,permanent 
curls. Her .front teeth protruded which affected her speech. Her 
posture was poor. 
Physical condition.-- When the writer visit ed the home the mother 
said that the child had sideaches and that her appendix should be re-
moved. The child had frequent colds and did not seem very strong. 
Her tonsils and adenoids had been removed. When she was younger she 
had had whooping cough, measles, mwnps and a very bad case of 
scarlet fever. 
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Home conditions and family status.-- She had two younger 
brothers. They lived in a three decker in a quiet district. Her 
mother was interested in the child's school work and wanted her to 
go to high school. The father was a machinist. French was spoken 
in the home. 
School history.-- The child repeated three different grades. 
In the fifth grade she failed in reading and arithmetic. In school 
she did not concentrate for any length of time. Her reading was 
poor and she lacked interest in the subjects which entailed much 
reading. 
Test results.-- She received 100 on the intelligence test. 
Her average grade on the reading tests was 4.3. In arithmetic her 
average grade was 4.9 and in English her average grade was 3.9. 
Social history and personality traits.-- She belonged to the 
Girls 1 Club and enjoyed the activities there. She liked the radio 
and listened to the stories, whenever she got the opportunity . She 
attended the movies, at least once a week. After school, she played 
out in the street with girls her age. She did not like to read and 
disliked English in school. Arithmetic was her favorite subject. 
Suggestions.-- This child should go to the doctor. She does 
not seem t o have enough vitality. She should read one or two simple 
books, with a high interest level. She needs extra help in reading, 
especially in paragraph meaning. A fourth grade reading book with 
which she is not acquainted should be used! 
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Number 58 Grade v1 
Chronological Age 10.3 Intelligence Quotient 98 
Appearance.- This child was tall for her age. She was pale 
and thin and looked underweight. 
Physical condition.- She was underweight. She had been absent 
frequently because of colds. She had measles and chicken pox, since 
the beginning of the year. 
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Home conditions and family status.-- Her mother and father were 
divorced. The mother stayed at home. She kept the home clean and 
the children were well cared for. The Public Welfare gave the 
family help. 
School history.- The child came from a nearby town during the 
last half of the fourth grade. She was a diligent worker and passed 
into the fift.h grade. She repeated the fifth grade. The reason the 
teacher gave for repeating the child wasthat she lacked the back-
ground necessary for the grade. She failed in arithmetic. 
Result of test.-- Her intelligence quotient was 98. The average 
grade received on the reading tests was 5. The average grade re-
ceived on the arithmetic tests was 4.5. The average grade received 
on the English tests was 5.9. 
Social history and personality traits.-- The child was very self-
conscious. She had recently come from another school and, for this 
• 
reason, was very timid and disliked to recite in class. She seemed 
to be very happy at home and her friends were well chosen. She went 
to the movies once a week at least. She liked to read. 
Suggestions.-- The child's parents were divorced before she 
moved. This, as well as changing schools, might have affected the 
child. She should join the Girls' Club or the scouts, and enjoy 
organized activity. 
It would be well to send her to a camp for a few weeks during 
the summer. She should have a library card, so that she can get 
good books. 
Number 59 
Chronological Age 14 
1 Grade VI 
Intelligence Quotient 79 
Appearance.-- This child was apparently dull. Her shoulders 
drooped. Her eyes were very poor and she wore heavy glasses. She 
was fairly clean. Her arms hung rather lifeless and she scuffed 
as she walked. She, also, had a speech defect. 
Physical condition.-- Her health record indicated that her 
health was generally good. Her eyes should be checked again; a 
thorough examination should be made at the clinic. 
Home conditions and family status.-- Her mother was in the state 
hospital suffering from an incurable mental disease. Her oldest sis-
ter was in a hospital with diabetes. Another sister, who had been 
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mental, had married and was living at home. This child did the house-
work and most of the cooking. Her youngest sister was eleven years 
of age. The home was fairly comfortable, and the father was a cook 
in a restaurant . 
School history.-- She was very timid. When she talked, she 
seemed conscious of her speech defect. She repeated the sixth grade 
because she had been absent frequent~ and had failed in aritrunetic. 
When anything di~pleased her, she would not talk to anyone, but 
sulked. She had been a slow learner throughout the grades and had 
been absent frequently. 
Result of tests.-- Her intelligence quotient was 79, which is 
classified as dull normal. On the reading tests the average grade 
was 5.9. On the arithmetic tests the average grade was 5.4. On 
the English tests the average grade was 5.5. 
Social history and personality traits.-- She did not have much 
of a life socially. When the writer visited the home, the father 
related that the child was anxious to wash the floor and do all the 
work in the household. Perhaps she had no choice. Not long ago, she 
ran away because she had been upset at home. Her little sister would 
not help her with the work. 
She was so unattractive that children did not play with her • 
She loved attention and liked t o talk, if she thought you were her 
friend. She had a fear of being sent away, or even changing schools. 
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Suggestions.-- This is a case for the social workers and the 
child guidance clinic, as well as the teacher. Everything should 
be done to make this child feel secure and happy. She should be 
allowed to do work at her level and feel that she is a success. Her 
home conditions should be checked very often. 
Number 60 Grade VII 
Chronological Age 13.4 Intelligence Qnotient 101 
Appearance.-- This child was immature looking for her age. 
She was attractive, neat and clean. 
pgysical condition.-- Her general health condition was good. 
During the past winter, she had frequent colds. 
Home conditions and family status.-- The child lived in a fairly 
crowded district. Her parents were separated. The mother and three 
children lived with the grandmother. The mother worked in a factory. 
School history.-- The child had moved from a nearby town. She 
had difficulty doing the work of the grade. It took her a while to 
become adjusted, and the teacher thought it best for her to repeat . 
Result of tests.-- Her intelligence quotient was 101. The aver-
age grade on the reading tests was 7.7. The average grade received 
on the arithmetic tests was 6.7. The average grade received on the 
English tests was 6.5. 
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Social history and personality traits.-- She was well-liked by 
her schoolmates. She was attractive and willing to cooperate in 
school activit ies, as well as those outside of school. She was a 
will ing worker. 
Suggestions.-- She needs individual help in arithmetic and 
English. She is a willing child and wants to succeed. 
Number 61 Grade VII 
Chronological Age 13 Intelligence Quotient 105 
Appearance.-- This child was most attractive. She looked thin 
and pale. 
Physical condition.-- Her physical condition was good, although 
she was underweight. Her tonsils were removed and she had had 
measles and chicken pox. 
Home conditions and family status.- She was the oldest. She 
had two brothers younger. The grandmother lived with them. Their 
father was in the hospital. The mother was a nurse and was working. 
The home was comfortable but in a very poor district. The child 
was not proud of this fact. The grandmother tried t o take care of 
the children but she was not well. The child was devoted to her and 
stayed home when she needed care, which meant frequent absences. 
School history.- The child came from a nearby city, and entered 
the seventh grade. It was difficult for her to become adjusted, be-
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cause she was absent frequently. The teacher thought she needed to 
repeat because she had failed in arithmetic and English. 
Result of test.-~ Her intelligence quotient, according to the 
test was 105. Her average grade in reading was 7. Her average 
grade in arithmetic was 6.8. Her average grade in English was 7.2. 
Social history and personality traits.-- She was well liked by 
her classmates, both boys and girls. She was rather shy but she 
liked to be with a group. She worked well .in school. She lacked 
self-confidence. She cried easily and seemed nervous. 
Suggestions.-- The child can go on and will succeed. Home 
conditions are upsetting the child. She must be encouraged to 
attend school regularly. Good books should be given to her because 
she likes to read. 
Number 62 Grade VIII1 
Chronological Age 14.2 Intelligence Quotient 96 
Appearance.- This boy was very small for his age. He was one 
of the smallest boys in his class. His shoulders drooped and he 
was very thin and underweight. 
Physical condition.-- He was undernourished. He had no appetite 
and lacked vitalit y. The health record stated that his general 
health was good. The doctor, after the case was called to his atten-
tion, prescribed liver for the boy. 
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Home conditions and family status.-- His mother and father were 
separated. The,y lived in. a fairly comfortable home. He had a brother 
nineteen who worked. His sister was married and lived upstairs in 
the same house. 
He was left to himself much of the time. His mother was not 
well and complained to the child. She was also upset because the 
father had left her. This affected the boy very much. 
School history.-- He had the ability but would not work. The 
teacher tried to help him but he would let days pass and would do 
nothing. He was promoted to grade eight-two on trial. After five 
weeks, it was found he could not do the work of the grade. 
The teacher visited his home and the mother was willing that 
he go back to grade eight-one, so that he could get a good founda-
tion for high school. The boy wanted "to go back," after talking 
the matter over, "because the boys were smaller in that class. " 
Result of the test.-- His intelligence quotient was 94. The 
average grade received on the reading test·s was 7 .5. The average 
grade received on the arithmetic tests was 7. The average grade 
received on the English tests was 6.8. 
Social history and personality traits.-- The boy was alone much 
of the time. He listened to the radio for hours. He went to the 
movies twice a week. He was on the school baseball team. He was 
often sullen at home and seemed to miss his fathere 
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Suggestions.-- The child is doing extra wor~ at home. He has 
joined the Y.M.C.A. classes in order to become physically fit . He 
needs to feel important in the school; if given some responsibility 
he might be encouraged. 
Number 63 Grade VIII2 
Chronological Age 14.9 Intelligence Quotient S4 
Awearance.-- This boy was mediwn-sized, of .slight build. His 
skin was sallow. Circles under his eyes were evident. His hair was 
in good condition and his personal appearance clean and neat. 
Physical condition.-- His general health was very good, although 
he was exhausted many days because of lack of sleep. He had had 
mumps, measles and whooping <rough. He had regular meals, a good 
appetite and drank plenty of milk. He siOOked. 
Home conditions and family status.-- He lived in a comfortable 
apartment with a brother, mother and uncle. His father owned a small 
hotel and was away most of the time. His father and mother were born 
in .Annenia. They had every convenience and were in comfortable cir-
cumstances. The boy had plenty of money to spend. 
School history.--; He repeated grade one. In the important sub-
jects his marks were jt1st passing in all the grades. Lack of effort 
and concentration were the reasons given for low marks. 
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He received an unsatisfactory grade in arithmetic in grade 
eight. His mother said that- she would see that he received extra 
help if he were admitted to high school on trial. After four 
weeks in high school the boy asked if he might repeat the work of 
grade eight. 
Result of test.- On the test of mental maturity he received 
84. On the reading tests he received grade 7. On the arithmetic 
test he received an average grade of 6.5. On the English his 
average grade was 7. 
Social history and personality traits.-- He established a repu-
tation for himself as the joker or jester of the class. Vfuerever 
he was the class expected him to live up to this reputation. He 
tried to overcome this and his conduct was good during the last 
- year. 
On the playground he was regarded as a good sport. He was very 
good in basketball and he was made the captain of the team. He 
liked sports and excelled in most of them. 
Suggestions.-- The boy might have learned that he must work. 
His parents have been told to see that he gets proper rest. He will 
find his studies difficult but he knows he has to work hard to 
accomplish attainment. 
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There are, indeed, many ways of meeting the needs of individual 
pupils. One wa:y would be that of adopting a diagnostic point of 
view and adjusting instruction to the abilities of the learner. 
Outside the school, there are many agencies and clinics, the 
services of which are available to those in need. Some of the 
clinics, which are located in one or two hospitals in the city are: 
Allergy Skin 
Dental 
Ear, Nose and Throat 
Eye 
Medical 
Posture 
Speech 
Surgical 
Tuberculosis 
There are five District Nursing Health Centers and the charge 
is fifty cents per visit. 
There is also a Child Guidance Clinic, which cooperates with 
Massachusetts Department of Mental Health, a Family Service Organi-
zation which helps maintain the family unit and others, the services 
of which might be helpful in adjusting a child. The Board of Public 
Welfare supports and maintains homes. 
The various youth organizations which are of value to boys and 
girls are: 
Boys' Club 
Boy Scouts 
Camp Fire Girls 
Girls' Club 
Girl Scouts Y.w.c.A. 
Y.M.C.A. 
These are not all t he agencies but are some which have been 
recommended to the repeaters in this study. 
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CHAPTER III 
THE SIXTY-THREE REPEATERS ' 
CONSIDERED AS A GROUP 
Presentation and Analysis of Data 
This division of the study deals with the sixty-three repeaters 
as a group. 
All the data collected does not lend itself to detailed analysis 
because much information cannot be thoroughly verified and therefore 
considered reliable. 
The following data, however, might be regarded as reasonably re-
liable and objective: the number of repeaters, sex, age, grade; the 
physical condition, underweight or overweight; vision, hearing, teeth, 
nutrition, tonsils, adenoids and speech defects; the intelligence 
quotient; nationality and birthplace of parents; such facts concerning 
home conditions as occupation of the father, employment of parents, 
or family receiving relief, the marital status--homes broken because 
of separation, divorce or death of either parent; number of children 
who had children 's diseases; marks received on various traits in 
cit izenship; r esults of reading, arithmetic and English tests; 
reasons for failures and subjects in which children failed. 
The tables presented in this chapter summarize much of this in-
formation which has already been included in the case histories. The 
purpose of this search is for factors which might have been critically 
responsible for failure of pupils as a group as well as individually. 
• 
• 
Table 1. Distribution of Repeaters According to Grade and Sex 
Grade Number of Boys Number of Girls Total 
K-1 2 1 3 
K-2 0 2 2 
I-1 9 5 14 
I-2 4 1 5 
II-1 6 1 7 
II-2 0 0 0 
III-1 2 0 2 
III- 2 5 3 8 
IV-1 0 3 3 
IV-2 5 0 5 
·v-1 6 3 9 
V-2 0 0 0 
VI-1 0 1 1 
VI-2 , 0 0 0 
VII-1 0 0 0 
VII-2 0 2 2 
VIII-1 1 0 1 
VIII-2 1 0 1 
Total 41 22 63 
From the data presented in Table 1, there seems to be a greater 
tendency for boys than for girls to repeat. The number of repeaters 
was greatest in the lower grades. The number of r .epeaters in the 
first three grades was 41 or 65 per cent of the total number and 19 
or 30 per cent of the repeaters were in grade one. 
According to Pugsley, this is consistent with general trends. 
He report s that from one-sixth t o one-third of first grade children 
y' 
fail and that 99 per cent of these are failures in reading. 
g c. A. Pugsley' "Reducing and Handling student Failures' II School 
Board Journal, 86: 18-20, (March, 1933) 
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Table 2. The Age-Grade Distribution of Repeaters 
Age 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Total 
Grade 
K-1 1 1 2 
K-2 2 1 3 
I-1 9 2 2 13 
I-2 2 2 1 5 
n-1 2 4 1 7 
II-2 
III-1 1 1 2 
III-2 3 4 1 8 
IV-1 1 1 1 1 4 
IV-2 1 2 2 5 
V-1 4 3 1 1 9 
V-2 
VI-1 1 1 
VI-2 
VII-1 
vn-2 2 2 
VIII-1 1 1 
Vlli-2 . 1 1 
Total 3 12 7 8 5 10 7 1 5 5 63 
The ages were those of October 1, 1945. The ages were thus 
computed for the school register. This table ' shows the extent of 
overageness for the group. Many of these repeaters have repeated 
a grade once or more than once in the past. The question which 
might be considered is: to what extent repetition of a grade 
helped some of these pupils. If instruction happened to be the 
• 
type that was adjusted to the needs of some of these pupils, it might 
not be necessary to find two pupils, thirteen years of age in the 
fourth grade. 
Mort and Featherstone from their study of promotion practices 
in city school systems f ound an average of 20.1 per cent failure 
in the l ow first and 8.4 per cent failure in the high first grade. 
In this study the children who had t o repeat six months or a 
year in the kindergarten were included. 
Table 3. Relation of Height and Weight 
in Group of Repeaters 
Grade Underweight Overweight 
K-1 1 
K-2 2 
I-1 1 
I-2 
II-1 2 1 
II-2 
III-1 2 
III-2 2 1 
IV-1 2 1 
IV-2 
V-1 2 
V-2 1 
VI-1 
VI-2 
VII-1 2 
VII-2 
VIII-1 1 
VIII-2 
Total 18 3 
!I 
The knowledge of the child 1 s height and weight was of utmost im-
portance, because this information was often indicative of malnutrition 
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1/ Paul R. Mort, W. B. Featherstone, Entrance and Promotion Practices in 
City School, Standards and Accounting Procedures, (1932), American Book 
Co., N.Y. 
when the child was underweight, and glandular disturbances when 
overweight, both of which might have been causes of maladjustment. 
The Henryson Measuring Chart was used for determining the re-
1/ 
lation of height to weight. 
Table 4. Distribution of ~hysical Defects 
Which Might Influence Repeaters. 
Defect 
Malnutrition 
Vision 
Hearing 
Teeth 
Tonsils 
Adenoids 
Heart 
Speech 
Glands 
Other Physical Defects 
Frequency 
10 
11 
6 
5 
7 
0 
1 
7 
2 
2 
The vision of the children was tested by the school nurse. 
The audiometer test was given by a school nurse who was trained 
for the purpose. This service was rendered by the school department. 
The condition of tonsils, adenoids, teeth and heart, as well as 
the child's general state of health, was de·termined by the doctor1s 
examination. 
Defects in speech were noted during the interview wit h the pupils. 
i/ The Hen~son Measurin~ Chart, Published by the Health Chart Pub-
lishing Co., Minnesota, 1741 Stanford Avenue, St. Paul) 
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If a child was underweight and malnutrition was listed, he 
will again be examined by the doctor. 
This information from the health record, and observation of 
the child, often explained the reason for failure. 11Such condi-
tions as glandular malfunctioning, low basal metabolism, uncorrected 
vision, and malnutrition should be given as careful attention as the 
more common matters of the heart, lungs and dental conditions. In · 
fact, the former often have a much closer relation to classroom be-
havior than the latter do. Nervousness, apathy, scowling, tics, 
sallow or sJX)tty complexions, and such matters can be observed every y 
day in the classroom and may be symptoms of very great significance." 
All the children who were underweight were not considered as 
having a case of malnutrition. 
Table 5. Distribution of Intelligence Quotients According to Grade. 
r- r? Il I2 II1 III1 III2 rvl rv2 vl vr1 VII2 VIII1 VIII2 ~ 
110-115 1 1 
105-109 1 1 1 3 
100-104 3 1 1 1 3 1 10 
95-99 4 3 1 2 1 2 1 14 
90-94 2 0 2 2 3 9 
85-89 2 1 2 5 
80-84 2 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 12 
75-79 1 1 2 1 5 
70-~4 1 1 2 
65-69 1 1 2 
60-64 0 
Total 3 2 14 5 7 2 8 3 5 9 1 2 1 1 63 
g Eurich, Alvin C. and C. Gilbert Wrenn, "Appraisal of Student Characteristics 
and Needs," Chapter II, p. 43, 37th Yearbook, Part I. National Society for the 
Study of Education--Public School Publishing Co., Bloomington, Illinois. 
• 
• 
The distribution of intelligence quotients according to grade 
are represented in Table 5. The range was from 60-115. There were 
no repeaters in grades II2, v2, or VIr. Hence, these grades are 
not indicated in the table. 
The following table of Lewis M. Tennan classifies children y 
upon the basis of intelligence quotients. 
Intelligence Quotient 
.Above 140 
120-140 
110-120 
90-110 
80-90 
70-80 
Below 70 
Classification 
Near genius or genius 
Very superior intelligence 
Superior intelligence 
Normal or average intelli-
gence 
Dullness, rarely classifi-
able as feeble-mindedness 
Border-line deficiency some-
times classifiable as dull-
ness,often feeble-mindedness. 
Definite feeble-mindedness 
According to this classification fifty-seven per cent of the 
repeaters possessed normal or average intelligence. Twenty-seven per 
cent were dull. Eleven per cent were borderline cases. One per cent 
were of superior intelligence and four per cent were below 70. 
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!/ Lewis M. Tennan: 11 The Measurement of Intelligence, 11 p. 79, (1916), 
Houghton-Mifflin Co., Boston, Mass. 
e 
Table 6. Nationality of Fathers of Repeaters. 
Nationality Number 
French 23 
English 20 
Irish 6 
Armenian 2 
Albanian 1 
German 2 
Swedish 2 
Polish 2 
Italian 1 
Indian 1 
Scotch 1 
Jewish 1 
Greek 1 
Table 6 .indicates that the population of the school was rather 
cosmopolitan in extraction. All of these parents were bom in the 
United States with the exception of the two who were born in Armenia, 
one in Albania and one in Greece. . 
In Table 7 the birthplace of the parents is given. 
Table ?. Birthplace of Mothers of Repeaters. 
Mothers 
:Massachusetts 
Connecticut 
New York 
Rhode Island 
Vernx>nt 
Maine 
Pennsylvania 
Armenia 
Canada 
Total 
Number 
50 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
63 
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It was interesting to note the large number of parents who were 
born in Massachusetts and the few parents who were foreign-born. 
Out of the fifty mothers who were born in Massachusetts, thirty 
were born in this city. 
Table 8. Birthplace of Fathers of Repeaters. 
Fathers 
Massachusetts 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Georgia 
Rhode Island 
Oklahoma 
Nebraska 
Canada 
Armenia 
Albania 
Greece 
Total 
Number 
44 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
2 
1 
1 
63 
Out of the forty-four fathers who were born in Massachusetts, 
twenty-eight were born in this city. 
Table 9. Marital Status of Parents • 
Mother deceased 
Father deceased 
Step-father or mother 
Parents divorced 
Parents separated 
Mother ill (incurable) 
Total 
0 
3 
3 
14 
6 
2 
28 
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The marital status of parents was an import ant factor. Twenty 
children came from homes where parents were either separated or 
divorced. It was noted in several instances that the children from 
_ these homes had a speech defect or were nervous. The incidence of 
separation or divorce among parents could cause maladjustment in 
a child. 
Table 10. Employment of Parents and Parents on Public Welfare. 
Parents Number 
Father working (only) 26 
Mother working (only) 12 
Mother and Father working 16 
Mother and Father not working 5 
On Public Welfare or Other Relief 14 
Cases of maladjustment frequently occurred when both parents 
worked. In cases where the ]:.arents were divorced and the mother 
worked, cases of failure were noted. This may be or may not be 
effective in regard to the child's failure; at any rate, it seemed 
to have been a contributing factor. l4'any families on reli ef were 
those who were either divorced or separated. 
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Table 11. Occupations of Fathers of the Repeaters. 
Occupations Frequency 
Factory Worker 6 
Day Laborer 3 
Roofer 3 
Wire Worker 4 
Bartender 2 
Machinist 2 
Salesrr~ 2 
Bus Driver 2 
Barber 2 
Auto Mechanic 4 
Truck Driver 2 
Painter 2 
Street Cleaner 1 
Pedler 1 
Chef 1 
Grader 1 
Lathe Operator 1 
Radio Engineer 1 
Janitor 1 
Set-Up-Man 1 
Chauffeur 1 
Timekeeper 1 
Leather Worker 1 
Assembly Hand 1 
Molder 1 
Stitcher 1 
Caretaker 1 
Waiter 1 
Plumber 1 
Fathers Deceased 3 
Occupations not given 9 
Total 63 
• Table 11 presents the occupations of the fathers of the re-
peaters. The occupation of some fathers who were not living at 
home because of divorce or separation are not included. If it were 
possible this infonnation was obtained in order to help judge the 
economic status of the family. It may be noted that the chief in-
dustries maintaining the homes were manufacturing of a widely va-
ried character, and transportation. The nearby factories provided 
work for most of the fathers . 
The information regarding the father's occupation was solicited 
from parents during the home visit and from the child during the in-
terview. The names given are not the technical terms which might be 
given to the occupations. They are recorded as given. Three fathers 
were deceased. Nine of the occupations of fathers were not given. 
Mothers who were working were either in factories, doing house-
work or engaged as waitresses. 
Table 12. Number of Repeaters Who Had Children's Diseases. 
Type of Disease 
Chicken Pox 
Measles 
Mumps 
Whooping Cough 
Scarlet Fever 
Number 
.30 
41 
1.3 
25 
10 
The most significant fact concerning this study was that many 
absences in the lower grades were caused because of these contagious 
diseases. Many times the child was absent for at least a period of 
two weeks, sometimes even longer. It was because of these absences 
that the child often had to repeat. 
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Table 13. Distribution of "Satisfactory" and "Improvement 
Needed" Marks of Various Traits in Citizenship. 
Traits Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Total 
Works Well by Himself 19 44 63 
Works Well with Others 12 51 63 
Shows Good Sportsmanship 38 25 63 
Shows Initiative 24 39 63 
Respects School Regulations 31 32 63 
As indicated on the cumulative reqords under citizenship various 
items were marked .f. if progress was satisfactory and ./' if improve-
ment was needed. They were: 11workswell by himself; workswell with 
others; shows good sportsmanship; shows initiative; respects school 
regulations. 11 Each teacher marked according to her interpretation 
of these items. When. a child received all checks it was indicative 
of poor work habits and poor conduct. 
By far the greatest improvement needed was in habits of work 
alone and with others. A habit of positive mental hygiene is carry-
ing out a task without delay. When children have tasks to do they 
should learn to attack them promptly. 
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"Acting promptly with due regard to time is essential under 
modern conditions of living where so much depends upon meeting the 
y' 
demands of being at places on time in connection with work and play. 11 
However, we must be sure to allow for the child's tempo which 
is slower than that of an adult. 
Learning to work with others and doing one's share of the work 
is ·an important lesson children must learn. Lack of this in many of 
the repeaters was noted because of the evidence of emotional behavior. 
i/ Percival Symonds, Ph.D., Mental Hygiene and the School Child, 
Macmillan Co.,. (1927) 
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Table 14. Distribution of Marks Received on Reading Tests . 
There were 58 pupils in grades one to eight. Five of these 
were absent for reading tests. Sinc.e there were no repeaters in 
grades rt, v2, vr2 and vrf, these grades were not indicated in 
the table. 
Many scientific studies have given evidence of the fact that 
school success depends upon reading ability. Reading seems to be 
the subject upon which promotion is based in the first grades. 
Under prevailing conditions of instruction many children fail 
to achieve adequate reading ability. On the other hand, many chil-
dren have been successful when given remedial instruction. 
Table 14 shows the distribution of reading grades received. 
In grade one, sane children attained a grade high enough on the 
reading test, which might warrant the child's success if passed at 
the end of the semester. 
Many children have repeated more than once since entering 
school. The age level was comput ed from grades received on the 
reading test, in order to compute the number of children who were 
below grade for their age. The following facts were brought into 
focus. 
Fifty-three children received reading scores. Of these, 
twenty-nine, or 55 per cent, of the pupils were more than six 
months retarded for their age. Six children, or 11 per cent, were 
six months retarded. Eighteen, or 34 per cent, were less than six 
months retarded. 
1.31 
Less than six 
months retarded 
34% 
Six mont hs 
retarded 
11% 
More than six 
months retarded 
55% 
Table 15. Distribution of Marks Received on English Tests. 
rvl rv2 Vl v2 VI1 VI2 vrf VII2 VIII1 VIII2 Total 
8-8.4 
7.5-7.9 1 1 
7-7.4 2 1 3 
6.5-6.9 
6-6.4 
5.5-5.9 1 1 2 
5-5.4 2: 1 3 
4.5-4.9 5 5 
4-4.4 1 1 
3. 5-3.9 1 2 2 5 
Absent 2 2 
Total 3 5 9 0 1 0 0 2 1 1 22 
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Table 15 shows the distribution of grades received on English 
tests. From the grades received, the age level was computed and 
compared with each individual's chronological age. The following 
facts were found: 
Twenty children took the tests. Sixty-five per cent of the 
children who took the tests were more than six months below grade. 
Ten per cent were six months below grade. Twenty-five per cent 
were less than six months below grade.. Twenty-five per cent of 
the repeaters were not failures in English, according to the ob-
jective test given. 
Less than six 
months retarded 
25% 
Six months 
retarded 
10% 
More than six 
months retarded 
65% 
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Table 16. Distribution of Grades Received on Arithmetic Tests. 
8-8.4 
7.5-7.9 
7-7.4 
6.5-6.9 1 1 2 
6-6.4 1 1 
5.5-5 . 9 1 1 
5-5.4 1 3 1 5 
4.5-4.9 3 3 6 
4-4.4 1 3 4 
3.5-3.9 1 3 1 5 
3-3.4 1 4 5 
2.5-2.9 2 1 1 1 5 
2-2.4 6 3 9 
1.5-1.9 5 2 1 8 
1-1.4 1 1 
Absent 2 1 1 2 6 
Total 14 5 7 2 3 5 9 1 2 1 1 58 
• 
Table 16 shows the distribution of grades received on the 
arithmetic tests. In the intermediate grades failures occur be-
cause of arithmetic. 
The age distribution was found and compared with the chronologi-
cal age of repeaters. The following facts were noted. Thirty-three 
pupils out of fifty-two,or sixty-four per cent, of the repeaters 
were more than six months retarded. Eight, or fifteen per cent, 
were six months retarded. Eleven, or twenty-one per cent, were 
less than six months retarded. 
Less than six 
months retarded 
21% 
Six months 
retarded 
15% 
More than six 
months retarded 
Table 17. Reasons for Failure 
Reason Number 
Lack of application 
Lazy 
Wastes time 
Lack of interest 
· Lacks background 
Frequently absent 
Lacks ability 
Never recites 
35 
26 
21 
15 
29 
41 
19 
9 
Table 18. Subjects in Which Repeaters Failed. 
Subjects Number 
Reading 36 
Arithmetic 22 
GeograpQy 11 
History or Civics 9 
English 7 
According to Table 18, the greatest number of failures were in 
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There are many factors which influence the marks of pupils. 
In Monograph Number 13, entitled Provisions for Individual Differences, 
Marking and Promotion, Dr. Billett says, "Many factors are reported 
to be given careful consideration before the failing or passing mark 
is awarded. n From data collected in a national survey "from half to 
three-fourths of the respondents state that the passing and failing 
marks are influenced by the pupil's effort , attendance, age, ability, 
handicaps, and the probable effect of promotion and non-promotion 
upon his .future success.n 
Table 17 shows to what extent the marks of these repeaters 
were Lnfluenced by various factors. 
Table 18. Subjects in Which Repeaters Failed. 
Subjects Number 
Reading 36 
Arithmetic 22 
Geography 11 
History or Civics 9 
English 7 
According to Table 18, the greatest number of failures were in 
reading and arithmetic • 
• 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
A single study like the present one, limited in its scope, 
as to the validity of the findings, can bring into focus only 
those findL~gs which seem to be the most reliable. 
Summary of the Findings 
1. The repeaters for a single year were 63 which meant an 
average of 31. 5 repeaters each semester out of an average school 
population of 585. 
2. There was a greater tendency for boys than for girls to 
repeat . 
3. Over 50 per cent of the repeaters had repeated one or 
more grades before. 
4. Most of the parents were born in this state. 
5. The children were for the most part born in this city. 
6. The home environments might have definitely influenced 
the failing pupils. In some cases, repeaters came .from homes 
which were hardly livable. 
7. The neighborhoods in which the repeaters lived were for 
the most part very poor. 
8. About 28 per cent of the repeaters were underweight. 
9. Many had physical defects. Vision, nutrition and speech 
were defective in many cases. All of these defects might be treated 
at local clinics. 
10. The range of intelligence quotients was from 60-115. 
Fifty-seven per cent of the repeaters possessed normal or aver-
age intelligence. 
11. Most of the parents were born in the United States of 
French and English extraction. 
12. Twenty children carne from homes where parents were either 
separated or divorced. 
13. Sixteen children came from homes where parents both worked. 
14. Many children had chicken-pox, measles, mwnps, whooping 
cough and scarlet fever. This meant that children in lower grades, 
especially, were absent a week or more with these diseases. 
15. Most of the repeaters could not 11work well by themselves" 
or 11work well with others." 
16. Thirty-four per cent of the r epeaters were less than six 
months retarded according to the reading tests. 
17. Twenty-one per cent of the repeaters were less than six 
months retarded accordil1g to the arithmetic tests. 
lB. Absence and lack of application were the reasons given 
for the greatest number of repeaters. 
19. Reading and arithmetic were the subjects in which the 
greatest number of repeaters failed. 
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Conclusions 
These findings seem to indicate that case studies might be 
profitably used in regard to failing pupils and, especially, those 
who have had consistent difficulty in school and have repeated more 
than once. 
There are many factors, other than those found in school, which 
have direct influence upon the individual. If the teacher is to 
understand the 11whole child, 11 she must know what these factors might 
be. Then,and then only,can she intelligently help the child to de-
velop the power to overcome certain obstacles in health, personality, 
home conditions and environment, and to adapt himself to a success-
ful life. 
Case histories indicate a definite link between failure in 
school and serious deficiencies and dislocations in the home envir-
onment. The question then arises: what can be done in cases where 
home conditions are found to be deplorable and the likely cause of 
a child's failure in school? Obviously, in a problem of this nature, 
where the hilman equation is so prominent, there can be no complete 
and adequate solution. But knoVIledge of the child's problems and 
handicaps, where they exist, is the first step to any corrective. 
For acute situations there are many civic agencies, clinics, welfare 
agencies, whose services are designed for just such cases. Since 
it is often in the school that the need for such services is dis-
covered, it would seem advisable and profitable that the teacher 
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know of all of them so that necessary help might be given to the 
child or parent. Even closer cooperation and understanding than 
that which exists at present between these independent civic agen-
cies would increase the effectiveness of all. 
Aside from the all-important factor of home environment, poor 
attendance and physical defects o~ten hinder the child from success-
ful participation in the work of the grade. After an absence a 
child needs individual instruction to offset the loss of necessary 
matter. A remedial reading teacher would aid substantially in a 
school where classes, especially in the lower grades, are large. 
Under same circumstances, a first grade child might benefit 
under a non-reading type program, rather than repeating the first 
grade once or more than once. 
The hopeless slum areas of the larger cities, where poverty, 
vice, broken homes and squalid surroundings combine to handicap 
the pitiful child, ~ho,undernourished, underloved and uninspired, 
has terrible odds against him, provide a problem that is beyond 
the t eacher's power to remedy. It goes deeper than pedagogy. But 
even in such discouraging circumstances, knowledge of home condi-
tions, and sympathetic encouragement on the part of the teacher, 
will go a long way to salvage some children from the blight of 
their surroundings • 
The experience of success often fosters success. Every 
teacher should try to see that all pupils have this experience 
often. It might help to lessen failure. 
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